Volume 19, No. September-October 1959 Price $1.00 per year 
Story THE STAR 


$1.00 PER YEAR ANYWHERE 


1 an EDUCATED 


THE STAR enters its 19th year publication something 
new added forward its objectives and purposes. The hand- 


some panel display here available interested organizations 
(See Story page 22) 


‘ 


Vou Should Know about 


Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest resemblance Zaraath. The unfortunate 
notion that zaraath Hansen’s disease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many different 
diseases the course time. Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince 
any physician that the six seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word zaraath had nothing com- 


mon with what called leprosy today. 


These statements are supported authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Drs. Cochrane, Lendrum, 
and Tas). Reprints are available from THE STAR. 


International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control “leprosy” will depend for its success 


ucated public opinion. 


not apparent that, the disease call leprosy anywhere specifically referred the Bible. tragic that 
words lepra and leprosy should ever have been attached the disease now know those names, for with the names 
have gone all the Biblical misconceptions contagiousness and fear that harass victims the disease today. (Modern 
Concepts Leprosy Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D., Charles Thomas, publisher.) 

Since Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the lepraphobia change terminology 
would contribute saner public viewpoint. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would discon- 
tinue medical application the Old Testament name “leprosy”, and identify the Hansen infection scientifically 
accurate and descriptive name, name which would enable the general public better understand the nature the 
disease and the medical advances which have been made treating it. 


The medical world considers Hansen’s disease “mildly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater infants 
and young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
ble that many cases the susceptibility familial, but 
not hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely acquired 
the marital relationship. continental United States, 
endemic foci are limited certain areas Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida; California considered “slightly endemic”. Out- 
side these States, Hansen’s disease rarely communi- 
cated contacts that from public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
ease. This statement supported Dr. G.W. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 


Facts, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick), furnish indub- 
itable proof that Hansen’s disease the least 
all communicable diseases. 

The hospital Carville was founded years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
ple precautions, not comparable with those they would take 
dealing with diptheria, typhoid and other communicable 
diseases. 

Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with the patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt exists 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the infected 
son native section the country where the disease 
occurs frequently when the disease known have ex- 
isted the family. During its years existence, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been em- 
ployed the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, cafe- 
teria help, clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, 
etc. With but one possible exception native endemic 
area not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States the 
Union, and one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhy- 
gienic conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
worked daily intimate contact with patients for more than 
years without contracting the disease. 


Hansen’s disease not included the list reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected re- 
strictions. New York City, patients are permitted 
about their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
nor take care children and the sick. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Eleven States (Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and West Virginia) have re- 
except reporting. General regulations for control 
communicable diseases, however, may invoked. Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan and North Dakota specifically have “no 
restrictions” regards isolation patients, 

* * * * * * * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ generally accepted the 
causative agent HD. appearance and size closely re- 
sembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the tubercle ba- 
cillus. single organisms impossible for the laboratory 
distinguish between the two germs. 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests circumstantial evidence only, without the support 
direct experiment. Hundreds attempts have been made 
grow the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the germ, 
not one has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful the same extent. scientist 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect 


self other human volunteers attempted inoculation 
the germ. 
* * * * * * * * * 


The mode transmission the Hansen bacillus from one 
human being another not known, and many patients 
the best their knowledge, report they had contact with 
the disease. (Dr. Doull and his associates Cebu, Philip- 
pines, did not obtained any history contact per cent 
cases. Other investigators have had the same experience 
countries.) 

The mode transmission one the big problems yet 
solved Hansen’s disease. This and other unknowns 
are the subject intensive research. 

* * * * * * * * * 

The sulfone drugs, introduced Carville 1941, continue 
the most effective chemotherapeutic weapons against 
Hansen’s disease, They are “the treatment choice” the 
world over. They are slow action, but they can arrest the 
disease, and many patients have regained their health through 
sulfone medication and returned their homes 
With modern treatment the disease need not result dis- 
figurement crippling. (Early diagnosis and prompt treat- 
ment the heart the problem.) 
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Marine Has Landed Carville 


husky ex-Marine who has done 
battle with Hansen’s disease for the 
better part his life, has landed 
Carville. 

Jimmy Jon, Chinese-Hawaiian 
whose story tangle paradoxes 
and conflict with officialdom 
disease itself, arrived here June. Jim 
transferred here from Hale Mohalu 
Hawaii. Our 50th State has two insti- 
tutions for Hansen’s disease patients, 
the newer treatment center Hale 
Mohalu, Pearl City, near Honolulu and 
Historic Kalaupapa Settlement the 
island Molokai. 

The story Jim and begins 
1942 when was diagnosed. that 
time was years old and high 
school. was sent first the old 
Kalihi Receiving Hospital Honolulu, 
where stayed from 1942 until 1945. 
The practice then Kalihi (now 
closed) was screen patients every 
six months and send advanced cases 
Kalaupapa Settlement the island 
Molokai, isolated from the world. 
Jim remained Kalihi until 1945 when 
circumstances involving “official con. 
venience” moved him, 

For three full years Kalihi, Jim 
says, received treatment. The 
sulfone drugs did not reach Hawaii 
until 1946. Patients Kalihi were 
closely confined and had make their 
own recreation, for the most part play- 
ing ball and movie once week 
thrown in. 

May, 1942, because the war, 
but the patients Kalihi were 
moved Jim was among 
the who remained Kalihi. Jim says 
that before the transfer there were 
about patients Kalihi, mostly 
young people between the ages six 
and years. Eventually Jim too, was 
transferred Kalaupapa. There was 
opening for office clerk and Jim 
was available. So, 1945, was 
moved. 

Kalaupapa, Jim says, beautiful 
place, and with thousands acres 
available the patients, experienced 
new sense freedom. that time, 
Mr. Lawrence Judd, former Gov- 
ernor Hawaii, was Superintendent 


1959 


Kalaupapa. was there that Jim 
formed great respect for Mr. Judd 
who, the young man says, did his 
best make life more pleasant for the 
patients, The former Governor ob- 
tzined entertainment from the outside 
and helped the various clubs (such 
the Lions Club). Judd also waged 
constant campaign educate the 
public the true facts so-called 
leprosy. 

1948 (Jim had then been sul- 
fone therapy for about one year) one 
the strange characteristics this 
disease manifested itself him. 
suffered severe and acute reaction 
running fever high 106 degrees. 
sometimes the case, this reaction 
was the harbinger improvement, The 
high temperatures experienced the 
reaction apparently knocked out the 
bugs, and Jim was granted 
release” from Kalaupapa 1950. 

Late that same year, Jim experienced 
excruciating “nerve pains” and went 
Hale Mohalu where stayed one 
year taking more sulfones 
going nerve surgery his arm. Some 
time following his arm surgery, left 

Thus 1951, Jim was again out 
the hospital and his own. tried 
get job, but couldn’t because 
his background. lied order 
get work carpenter and later found 
better job. 1951 registered for 
the draft and was found 
physical condition, which itself some- 
the Marines that same year and after 
various training periods the conti- 
nental United States was sent the 
Far East, Mid East and Pacific areas 
with the Fleet Marine Forces. While 
Japan, met and married lovely 
Japanese girl. 

After six-year hitch the Marines, 
was given honorable discharge 
and 1958 settled Honolulu and 
got job, This lasted only short 
however. 1958 the disease manifested 
itself again and went Hale Mohalu 
for treatment and so, again became 
part the hospital life with which 
had become familiar. 

Jim had long wanted come 


Carville and while Hale, decided 
something about it. Officialdom 
discouraged him, but persisted and 
finally obtained their permission. 
wrote THE had 
first seen help 
getting transfer this hospital. 
the local American Legion 
Post. wrote any and every one 
that thought might help him. 
says that was necessary for him 
AWOL put his affairs 
order before leaving. sold his beauti- 
ful new home and sent his wife and 
family back Japan where feels 
they will better off during his hospi- 
talization Carville. 

But how get here was still his big 
preblem. Both air and steamship Lines 
were willing bring Jim the main- 
land, but would have been necessary 
for him accompanied at- 
tendant This would have 
made necessary for him pay, 
addition his own fare, that the 
Honolulu. This was out the question 
because had taken all kinds odd 
jobs order raise the money ne- 
cessary for the trip and that money 
was not surplus. 

Finally the Air Force agreed bring 
him San Francisco MATS air- 
craft for $170. This paid and arrived 
San Francisco only confined 
the PHS Hospital there with the flu 
for week. After recovery 
him, relatively minor ailment, 
traveled air New Orleans. This 
did with “no foolishness, free 
bird”. 

Having arrived Carville, Jim 
hospitals the U.S.A. arville 
places “betwixt and between” the treat- 
ment center Hale and the settlement 
Kalaupapa. Mohalu strictly 
hospital”, says, “and Kalaupapa 
pure community with its own sheriff, 
judge, and other officials, just like 
little village. Most the patients drive 
their own models, 
too,” added. Carville both hospi- 
tal and community and Jim’s 
estimate far ahead the other two 
physical facilities. 

However, Jim seems somewhat 
disappointed not finding vocational 
training program progress here, 
thought would be. has joined 
THE STAR staff where, our circu- 
lation department, will have plenty 
opportunity exercise his ability 
typing and filing. 

While the Marines, was placed 
what must have been one the most 
awkward positions all time. His 
buddies were not aware that had 


LEPROSY RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL 


Chapman Binford, M.D. 


Chief, Laboratory for Investigation Leprosy and Registrar for Leprosy 


Armed Forces Institute Pathology 


Critical review the scientific pro- 
gram and technical committee reports 
the 7th International Congress 
Leprology which met Tokyo No- 
vember 12-19, 1958, brings realization 
the paucity firm scientific facts 
about leprosy. There other im- 
portant bacterial disease man about 
which medical science has little fun- 
damental information. 

Although millions people have 
this disease which its malignant form 
fast bacilli growing luxuriantly the 
cells the patients’ skin 
not single bacillus has ever been ac- 
ceptably cultivated outside the hu- 
man body. Conclusive proof that 
animal has been successfully infected 
with the leprosy bacillus has not yet 
been offered. has not even been def- 
initely shown that man can infected 
deliberate accidental inoculation 
the skin. None the three four 
possibly positive results have been un- 
equivocally accepted. 

The horrible crippling resulting from 
leprosy due the growth the lep- 
rosy bacilli the peripheral nerves. 
other bacillus has this peculiar tendency 
infect and destroy peripheral nerves. 
Medical science has practically 
formation why this selectivity for 
nerves occurs this disease and way 
prevent nerve invasion. 

the field immunology know- 
ledge also very scant. The one widely 
used tool-the lepromin reaction de- 
pared from human lepromas. Further 
advances therapy and control 
dependent future im- 
munologic techniques increased 
knowledge the field immunology. 

The status epidemiologic data 
leprosy far from complete, There 
general agreement that the disease 
infectious and spread contact. How 
the disease spreads from patient pa- 
tient not known. There are studies 
which show that young children are 
susceptible leprosy but has not 
been conclusively shown that adults 
with the same intimate contact would 
not susceptible. There in- 
formation the very important ques- 
tion- why with apparent equal oppor- 
tunity for exposure one perscn will con- 
tract the disease and others not. 

Clinical leprosy has been observed 
and treated physicians through the 
centuries but there are many gaps the 
kuowledge the development the 


Washington, D.C. 


disease patient. The animated con- 
over 
tions attest that lack information. 
How does the disease begin? 
earliest recognizable skin nerve le- 
sions primary the result systemic 
spread? What about subclinical infec- 
tions which may may not develop? 
Why are certain areas the skin rela- 
tively immune lesions lepromatous 
leprosy? Why are the superficial nerves 
while the deeper nerves escape? 
Why many patients the disease 
characterized wide fluctuations 
clinical activity? Why does the disease 
run benign course one patient and 
malignant course others? Why 
many cases become 
rested? 

The sulfone drugs have enabled many 
lepromatous patients live more com- 
fortably with the disease and 
its eventual arrest some, but the fer- 
vent search for better drugs evidence 
the inadequacy those currently 
used. effective treatment for tuber- 
culoid leprosy has been advanced. 

the field pathology there 
considerable data the morphologic 
changes skin and nerve lesions and 
the general autopsy observations 
the advanced form the disease. There 
is, however, paucity pathologic 
data the subclinical lesions lepro- 
sy. Exhaustive pathologic studies 
“healthy” contacts who die from acci- 
dents other diseases have not been 
made. There need for complete path- 
studies the patients with min- 
imal lesions who die from other causes, 
Absorption bones the hands and 
feet very serious disabling result 
leprosy. Basic physiological-pathological 
investigations bone absorption 
leprosy are greatly needed devise 
means for preventing arresting bone 
absorption. 

The international research attack 
leprosy must directed 
ing and encouraging medical 
leprosy. The response the two Car- 
ville Conferences Progress 
tentials Leprosy Research (1956-58) 
bas demonstrated the fact that basic in- 
vestigators the United States were 
fascinated and challenged problems 
leprosy. 

Throughout the history leprosy 
much the research has been under- 
taken individuals that were working 
leprosy hospitals remote areas far 
removed from universities and other re- 


search institutions. Research 
instances was motivated compelling 
desire something for the sufferers 
this disease even though skill in- 
cilities were lacking, and due 
ing clinical demands little time for 
search could spared. 

the United States could make 
money available for basic studies 
leprosy which could 
tors, out government, and 
addition provide means for assisting 
basic investigators other countries 
carrying out worthwhile projects, the 
next decade would see great advances 
our knowledge this disease. 

The Japanese National Institute 
Leprosy Research founded few years 
ago operates budget approxi- 
mately $50,000 attacking some the 
basic problems. The Japanese scientists 
have the training, skills, interest and 
patience accomplish much 
work leprosy. Additional financial 
support would greatly strengthen the 
work this Research 

The British Colonial Research Com- 
mittee has Subcommittee Leprosy 
with allotment less than $22,000 
year. This committee supporting 
several basic projects England 
elsewhere. According article 
Leonard Rogers the July 1958 
issue Lancet, there are 703,450 known 
estimated cases leprosy British 
tropical Collabora- 
tion with this British subcommittee 
giving financial support workers 
basic problems would enable 
more British scientists work this 
disease either England Brit- 

disease acceptable leprosy can 
reproduced regularly laboratory 
animal, large unexplored field would 
opened for objective leprosy 
studies. the present sustained work 
animal inoculation being carried 
out only few laboratories. Compre- 
hensive animal inoculation experiments 
must long range and are very ex- 
pensive. One the men who has prom- 
ising results this field, Dr. Chat- 
terjee India, due the necessity 
carrying other duties can only spend 
small part his time this problem. 
his animal experiments could sup- 
ported funds permit full time 
participation, much more rapid advance 


(continued) 
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Leprosy Research International 
from page 


his studies would expected. Ber- 
gel the Argentine has been, his 
own expense, carrying research 
program animal inoculation. The 
cooperative program between the Armed 
Forces Institute Pathology and the 
Communicable Disease Center the 
U.S. Public Health Service which was 
begun 1956 needs firm long range 
financing. 

The anthropoid apes, chimpanzees 
and others, have been rarely used 
leprosy experiments. large experiment 
designed use chimpanzees 
lar animals should set attempt 
reproduce leprosy these animals. 
Even though success achieved ob- 
taining small laboratory animal for 
leprosy research, all likelihood will 
necessary use the higher apes 
reproduce anything resembling clinical 
leprosy man. planning leprosy 
research program with the use 
panzees similar animals, provision 
for large number animals should 
made, With humans where there 
continued close contact such 
between husband and wife, only about 
per cent those exposed contract the 
disease. chimpanzee susceptibility 
experiments small groups chim- 
panzees would not evidence that the 
disease could not reproduced that 
animal. 

addition the problem animal 
inoculation, continued direct attempts 
cutivate the leprosy bacillus should 
carried out many parts the 
world where leprosy exists and where 
there are scientists capable carrying 
careful bacteriological research. ‘The 
growth secrets the 
will solved there all-out at- 
tack made this problem. 

Studying other acid-fast diseases which 
bear some similarity human leprosy 
will also fruitful. The lepra-like dis- 
roughly explored. Very little scientific 
work has been done the most inter- 
esting disease resembling leprosy which 
occurs the water buffalo the East 
Indies. The lepra-like disease frogs 
Bolivia has not been thoroughly 
studied. Studies rat leprosy should 
continued. There probably 
much more justification for study- 
ing rat leprosy relation human 
leprosy for studying mouse cancer 
its relation human cancer. The 
National Cancer Institute Bethesda 
has been developed largely the study 
neoplasms animals, especially the 

the Tokyo Conference 
sent tendency the handling lep- 
rosy patients throughout the world was 
clearly shown against continued 


compulsory segregation hospitals. 
More and more patients are being treat- 
out-patient clinics and home. 
This change the handling the 
disease means that fewer and fewer ear- 
cases will available for hospital 
study. This accentuates the need for 
establishing endemic areas research 
Through the contacts 
out-patient clinics, selected cases ear- 
leprosy could urged voluntarily 


spend short periods the research hos- 
pitals where they could studied in- 
tensely. This would applying the 
the Clinical Center the Na- 
tional Institutes Health the study 
leprosy. These research hospitals 
would not limited the study 
leprosy but would include study 
other important diseases prevalent 
the 


Leprosy international disease. 
Any advances made scientists any- 
where are shared workers all over 
the world. The speedy worldwide adop- 
tion sulfone therapy after the dem- 
onstration its effectiveness 
ville bears evidence the international 
understanding among leprosy workers. 
The medical world urgent need 
basic work leprosy order check 
disease which now affects millions. 
matters not under what flag the scien- 
tific achievements are made. Therefore, 
the spending United States money 
leprosy studies out the U.S.A. 
can amply justified the United 
States its share studying dis- 
eases the world, 


Editor’s Note: When Dr. Binford inform- 
ally presented his “Leprosy 
Research International” Dr. James 
Doull, Medical Director the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, says, had not expect- 
that they would any time consid- 
ered ‘paper’”. However, Dr. Doull had 
Dr. Binford’s remarks mimeographed, and 
when THE STAR received copy, were 
impressed with the “remarks” that 
requested permission print the material 
paper. 

Dr. Binford’s paper, and certainly 
plain spoken presenta- 
tion “the paucity firm scientific facts 
about leprosy”. Dr. Binford’s paper 
powerful argument for all-out interna- 
tional research program Hansen’s dis- 
ease, cooperative and co-ordinated pro- 
gram scientists throughout the world, 
working this field and allied fields. 
With the advances that have already been 
made therapy (the sulfones and some 
the newer drugs) such international 
scientific network, soundly but generously 
financed, could probably the job our 
generation. 

Where the money coming from for such 
ambitious program? could very well 
come from the Health for Peace Act, in- 
troduced Sen. Lister Hill (D-Ala.), 
1959. The proposed act wold permit the 
Secretary Health, Education and Wel- 
fare encourage and support research 
countries other than the United States re- 
latina the cause, prevention, diagnosis 
and treatment physical and mental dis- 
eases and impairments man means 
direct conduct research, financial grants 
and loans expert would per- 
mit grants for facitities and equipment; es- 
tablish research fellowships the Nation- 


THE 


Institutes Health and elsewhere; en- 
courage studies incidence major dis- 
eases, and promote international communi- 
cation the medical and biological sci- 
ences. The proposed amount author- 
ized annually 

The Hearings before the Committee 
Labor and Public Welfare have been pub- 
lished (Govt. Printing Office, 1959). There 
were number distinguished supporting 
witnesses and great many statements, 
letters and telegrams, from the U.S. and 
abroad, were filed. discussion the inter- 
national Health and Medical Research Act 
1959, Leprosy Briefs, Sept., 1959, notes 
that Senator Humphrey’s memo 
array diseases which strike particularly 
the tropical and adjacent areas the 
all the wide varieties such 
diseases have selected for purposes 
illustratoin excerpts from memorandum 
upon research into one particular 
disease, that leprosy.” 

Senator Humphrey included the memo 
from Dr. Doull Mr. Julius Di- 
rector Program, Study International 
Health Program. 

Memorandum No. Leprosy research 

needs. Financial aspects. Wanted: million 
annually. 
“The greatest immediate need leprosy 
money for research. Discoveries can 
never promised but safe prediction 
that adequate salaries and facilities for 
scientists will result productive research 
and this turn the elimination 
leprosy. This has been the experience 
many other infectious diseases. Only leader- 
ship and financial assistance from the 
United States can provide these salaries 
and facilities the present time These 
premises lead the conclusion that 
within the capacity the United States 
rid the world leprosy. 

time limit for this effort cannot 
stipulated. The disease slow develop- 
ment and millions now infected will not 
show signs for some years. 


program research should not em- 
barked upon. 


Money needed specifically for training 
scientists biochemistry, bacteriology, 
pathology, and epidemiology, and for sup- 
port such projects cultivation the 
lep rosy bacillus, experiments trans- 
mission leprosy animals, study bio- 
chemical and pathological changes which 
follow infection, determination value 
sulfones and other drugs preventing 
complications and sequelae, and exploration 
potentialities reconstructive sur- 
gery rehabilitating the patients after 
the disease has struck. 

“Large sums are now being spent for 
care leprosy patients and this is, 
course, necessary. 

“In the next decade, $30 million $40 
million will spent leprosy the 
United States alone, and, unless change 
takes place, only percent this ex- 
penditure will available for research. 
countries where leprosy highly prevalent 
difficult obtain enough money for 
drugs, food, and shelter, and most govern- 
ments are spending nothing for research. 
Our Government and foreign governments 
must somehow convinced that this 


UNECONOMIC—OR WORSE—TO PAY 
TRIBUTE INDEFINITELY ANY 
TORTIONIST, WHETHER MAN 
MICROBE. 

“It proposed therefore that the United 
States take the leadership promoting 
leprosy research foreign countries, using 
much the same approach and mechanism 
are used the Public Health Service 
its grants program.” 


YOU will rendering real ser- 
vice patients with Hansen’s disease 
throughout the world writing your 
Congressman support the Health 
for Peace Act, 
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Former TAR Staffer Appears Show 


all the flowers his garden, Clarence 


Olmstead says: most fond the 
fuchsia, which blooms the summer long 
conditions are right.” Mr. Olmstead shown 
here surrounded his varicolored flowers. 
grows iris and has more than vari- 
eties epiphyllum (cactus orchid). 

former STAR staffer has struck 
formidable blow for more educated 
public opinion Hansen’s disease 
his appearance popular west coast 
television show. 

The Rev. Clarence Olmstead, now 
and living Glendale, Calif., appeared 
the Paul Coates show Los Angeles, 
Calif., July 31. The program should have 
done much for better public under- 
standing this disease since Mr. Olm- 
stead made bones about his identity 
and took the opportunity explain 
the true nature HD. 

The program was put together afier 
Rollin Post, assistant Coates, wrote 
Thomas Rickman, Jr., chief, special 
services this hospital, seeking the 
name ex-pateint who would 
willing appear the interview-type 
program. THE STAR’s editor recom- 
mended Mr, Olmstead. the outset 
was suggested that former patient 
wanted reveal his identity, could 
wear mask during the program. This, 
obviously, would have added greatly 
the mystery the disease, which ex- 
actly what THE STAR trying 
avoid. 

Appearing the program with 
stead was Miss Anna May Vaughn, 
nursing supervisor hospital 
Africa. Mr. Olmstead tells that 
with careful coaching, Miss Vaughn re- 
strained herself from use the odious 
word 

The program triggered column 
Coates the Los Angeles Examiner. 
addition the column and the Los 
Angeles program, the 
program was shown San Francisco 
Aug. and New York Sept. 


Mr. Olmstead, retired minister, 
now spends the bulk his time tend- 
ing his flowers and member the 
California National Fuchsia Society and 
the Glendale Fuchsia So- 
ciety. Mr. Olmstead raises other flowers, 


but letter THE STAR says that 
them all, most fond the 
fuchsia.” 

(Coates’ column which appeared 
the Los Angeles Mirror-News July 
25, 1959, follows full.) 


Fear, Ignorance Hard Defeat 


This very unlikely story about 
minister whom everybody feared. 

was kind, friendly man—a 
dedicated worker for his church. 
fact, his dedication was great that 

wasn’t until after came back 
the United States, the community 
Glendale, 1946, that became 
victim man’s ignorance and supersti- 
tion and fear. 

one terrifying day, about year 
after his return here, was forced 
get out his home, resign his job 
director missions for his church, and 
head for the state line fast 
could. 

His alternative was wait for the 
authorities come knocking his 
front door lead him off and lock him 
up. 

The reason for his flight was 
red spot which appeared days earlier 
his ankle. 

the day fled, the spot was diag- 
nosed doctor Hansen’s disease 
leprosy. 

And branded him dangerous 
public menace—a man who must im- 
mediately isolated, removed from 
society. 

Today, met the minister whom ev- 
erybody feared. He’s years old now, 
retired, and back the city Glendale. 
His name Clarence Olmstead. 

filled what has happened 
since the day ran scared for the 


Drove U.S. Leprosarium 

“My wife was with me,” said, 
drove straight the U.S. Public 
Health Service Leprosarium Louisi- 
ana. It’s Carville.” 

There, related, the doctors 
share the fear which gripped the 
lightened” state California, They im- 
drive his car home 
Illinois, suggesting that return 
about week. 

did return. And spent most 
the next two years undergoing treat- 
ment—until doctors established that his 
case was arrested. 

Then was released 
again. 


voice, the Rev. Mr. Olmstead told me, 


“When arrived Carville, the doc- 
tors agreed with that weren’t 
for the public’s fear and the social stig- 
attached Hansen’s disease, could 
just easily have been treated 
own home and continued normal ex- 
istence. could have been 
ner for family.” 


Just Few, Simple Precautions 


“The disease,” continued, “Is the 
cable diseases. With few simple pre- 
cautions, even when the disease active, 
you can protect others.” 

But even when his case was proven 
arrested, Mr, Olmstead found out that 
society wasn’t ready accept 
(The term leper still makes the minister 
says, “It’s very nasty, vile 

“However,” told me, “since was 
Carville, there has been much im- 
provement public attitudes. Cali- 
fornia just one several states which 
have liberalized their isolation laws re- 
garding Hansen’s disease victims. 

“If people could only made aware 
the pointlessness herding leprosy 
victims out society, they only un- 
derstood the hardship and heartbreak 
these separations are causing ...” 

His voice faded. 


71, he’s been around long enough 
understand that progress slow 
process. 


Marine Has Landed Carville 
from page 


been patient and while Japan, 
and Korea they would occasionally visit 
hospitals near their base, “It was 
bitter cold,” Jim recalls, “and 
the hospitals chop wood help 


with the fuel supply. His buddies would 
have nothing with the patients 
when Jim tried tell them they 
needn’t fearful, they countered 
with “how you know much about 
it? Since when are you doctor?” 


Perhaps Jim’s biggest trouble that 
did not take any medication while 
serving the Marines. had taken 
occasional sulfone tablet, main- 
tenance dose, (most arrested cases 
are advised this), perhaps 
would not today. 
but the other hand, how could 
have sought treatment 
There’s the rub. 


THE office phone number 
2-5559, St. Gabriel, Louisiana. 
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From Thailand 

There something new under the 
lay people working case finders 
Hansen’s disease. This bit know- 
ledge came with the visit here 
August the Rev. Robert 
Bradburn, Governor the Lampang 
Leprosy Foundation Thailand. 

Rev. Bradburn, venturesome and 
dedicated American, who went Lam- 
pang almost six years ago, says there 
are estimated 2,000 cases 
that rural Province alone with only 
about 500 receiving treatment 
out-patient basis present. Mr. Brad- 
burn says most the treatment 
Thailand carried out lay people 
rather than these lay peo- 
ple, businessmen and who 
into the field locate new cases and 
make treatment available them. 

Rev. Bradburn, who works under the 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions says that 
the present estimate that there one 
doctor for every 28,000 people na- 
tion with million people. There are 
now 75,000 cases record Thai- 
land, which means that there are proba- 
bly 100,000 cases. 

The treatment Lampang, miles 
from Cheingmai, DDS (the parent 
sulfone) provided through the Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions, Inc. While the 
Foundation, patients are taught basket 
weaving, carpentry and 
which will equip them earn 

Well Children’s Unit maintained 
This unit cares for about boys and 
girls ranging age from five 
This unit and the school, which 
part it, gives the children oppor- 
tunity attend school. Previously, 
children patients, though they 
themselves were healthy, were not per- 
mitted attend other schools. 

Thailand’s young King Phumiphon 
Aduldet and his queen have visited the 
school Lampang and made 
stantial contribution. 

Rev. Bradburn was here the guest 
the Rev. Carl Elder, Protestant 
Chaplain this hospital. from 
Seattle, Washington, and late August, 
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and his wife and three children 
sailed back Thailand. 


Thailand, which changed its name 
from Siam 1949, about four-fifths 
the size Texas. land the 
elephant, tiger and teak forest, which 
have heard much about from Chap- 
lain and Mrs, Elder, who were stationed 
there before coming Carville. Ameri- 
cans residing Thailand must pre- 
pared face unwavering tropical heat, 
hordes mosquitoes and 10% 
inches rain annually. 


From Singapore new and encourag- 
ing trend the treatment Hansen’s 
was reported here Dr. Victor 
M.S. Thevathason who was here early 


United States. 


Dr. Thevathason shown here with Car- 

ville’s Health Educator, Miss Elsa Nelson. 
They were photographed during 
view THE STAR office. 

Dr. city health officer 
Singapore and while his connection 
with Hansen’s disease indirect, 
says that during the past five years the 
atmosphere the treatment this dis- 
ease has changed markedly. People 
coming forward their own accord 
treatment, where before they 
ran away and were afraid admit that 
they the disease. 

Singapore the Trafalgar Home 
with more than 700 patients. 
addition the Home, there are outpa- 
tient skin clinics where 
can treated. 

Dr. Thevathason was impressed 
Carville, commenting, “It well-or- 
ganized hospital.” The young Singapore 
physician native North Ceylon. 
was touring hospitals the un- 
der the International Education Ex- 
change Program. 

Fiom Puerto Rico drop-in caller 
recently, was Abner Jose Fornaris 
Ponce, Puerto Rico. Fornaris, sopho- 
more medical student the School 


Tropical Medicine, very interested 
Hansen’s disease which somewhat 
problem P.R. was surprised 
find old friend his from hos- 
pitalized here, and this added the 
interest his visit. 

From Miss Ann Hyrve 
Hammerfest, Norway, toured Carville 
August 13, company with Mrs, 
Myrtle Anderson, Plaquemine, La., Iber- 
ville Parish Home Demonstration Agent 
and group ladies from home dem- 
onstration clubs Franklinton, Boga- 
lusa, and Mt. Hermon, La. Miss Hyrve 
herself home demonstration agent 
her native Norway. She has been taking 
some special courses Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge. 

From enthusiastic young 
Korean who minister two days 
the week and physician Hansen’s 
disease patients the remaining five days 
the week, was Carville visitor for 
three weeks August and September, 
while the last leg world tour. 


Dr. Rhee shown examining patient’s 
hand Physical Therapy 
Department. 

Dr. Timothy Rhee began his world 
tour the close the VII Internation- 
Congress Leprology Tokyo, Ja- 
pan, last November, and since has visit- 
points throughout the world includ- 
ing three month stay Lambarene 
French Equatorial Africa, with Dr. Al- 
bert Schweitzer. was Schweitzer who 
gave the young doctor the name Timo- 
thy. Previously his name was Yil Sun, 


(cont’d 


2 
4 


Marist Nun-Physician Here for 


Sister Mary Wiore pictured the 
Infirmary, she attends Carville patient. 

Sister Mary Thomas More, the first 
nun ever interne New York City’s 
Bellevue Hospital, spending three 
months Carville familiarize her- 
with Hansen’s disease and its treat- 
ment. 

The Sister came here Aug. and 
plans remain until the latter part 
She plans work all de- 
partments the hospital and has al- 
ready established herself hard- 
working, energetic, young woman. She 
surgery. 

The unusual (for woman) name 
Thomas More, she borrowed from the 
late English philosopher and statesman, 
Sir Thomas More, who until was 
beheaded, was lord chancellor under 
King Henry (Sir Thomas was 
canonized 1935.) 

addition her unusual name, the 
Sister standout another respect. 
She the third Sister the 700-member 
Marist Order (Missionary Sisters the 
She took medicine the request 
the Order and studied Marquette 
University School Medicine, gradu- 
ating 1958. 

The Marists will send her either 
the South Pacific the West Indies. 
either event, she will working 
climate similar that Carville. 

The personable Sister said, “If have 
half the facilities you have here will 
satisfied,” regard her future 
assignments. She admits that she did 
not expect find Carville such pro- 
gressive place. The pace this hospital, 
she says, far cry from that Belle- 
vue. “You never get know anyone 
there. Here you get know everyone.” 

While Bellevue she saw about 
eight cases HD, four 


pitalized and the remainder under treat- 


ment 


native Brooklyn, where her 
father, William O’Brien, still lives, 
Sister Mary Thomas More has prepared 
for missionary work for many years. She 
was graduated from Bren- 
dan High School and then studied 
Fordham University. 1951 she re- 
ceived her bachelor science degree 
and entered the Marist Order. She won 
fellowship Harvard School 
Public Health 1957 
three diseases, Hansen’s disease, 
malaria and yaws. 


Guestbook 
from page 


but Gran Docteur named him 
othy because, like the Biblical character, 

addition being minister and 
physician, Dr. Rhee prolific writer, 
having written books Schweitzer and 
Father Damien, and now working 
several new books. addition his 
original writings has done several 
translations. 

About percent the estimated 
45,000 cases Hansen’s disease known 
Korea can accommodated the 
existing hospitals and settlements, Dr. 
Rhee says. The remainder live under 
bridges, cemeteries and any other 
place they can find shelter. Treatment 
provided through government oper- 
ated mobile teams and the hospitals. 
Dr. Rhee works with both, including 
his own hospital. 

Visiting Lyons, France, Dr. Rhee 
saw the laboratory where the late 
Sister Marie Suzanne worked her 
development the Marianum 
concludes from his own experiments 
with the Marianum antigen that only 
five percent the 734 patients showed 
improvement. plans work 
with combination the Mari- 
antigen and the sulfones, 

Dr. Rhee says that about percent 
the patients hospitals Korea 
are negative and should home, but 
they cannot because the community 
and their families will not accept them. 

After leaving Carville, where spent 
three weeks working various depart- 
ments the hospital. Dr. Rhee left 
for home way Hawaii. 


From 


The visit Janet Mohn, daughter- 
in-law Dr, George Fite, Chief, Lab- 
oratory Branch, this hospital Au- 
gust, turned out something 
busman’s holiday. Mrs. Mohn worked 
small weekly newspaper owned 
her father and found herself familiar 
surroundings THE STAR’s press- 
room. 

Being good weekly hand, Mrs. Mohn 
knows the ropes from top bottom, 


being able operate linotype ma- 
chine. newspaper lingo, that’s “back 
shop” work and something unusual 
for young woman (and very at- 
tractive one) know. 

Mrs. Mohn’s husband newscaster 
for National Broadcasting Co., working 
St. Paul, Minn. 

past Louisiana Department Presi- 
dent the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Mrs. Ethel Primrose Lake Charles, 
and her daughter Mary, called 
Carville, August 10. Mrs, Primrose had 
purpose coming Carville and 
one which THE STAR heartily en- 
dorses. She wants start educational 
program and plans launch 
her home parish, Naturally, THE 
STAR cheers her more and better 
education this much misunderstood 
disease. 

Miss Beverly Wolter the Winston- 
August 12, gathering material for 
feature story about Carville. 

Mrs. Angela Ebner Mt, Angel, 
Ore., called THE STAR office, Au- 
gust 17. She was here visit her son, 
Jim Ebner, who Occupational 
Therapist this hospital. 

Carville revisited was revelation for 
Arkansas pastor who visited here 
1926 and again August 21, 1959. The 
E.C. Edwards, now pastor the 
First Baptist Church Tyronza, Ark., 
first visited Carville one group 
students from the Baptist Seminary, 
New Orleans, 

that time, 1926, was cau- 
tioned the gate careful and was 
told wash his hands with alcohol be- 
fore putting rubber gloves which 
they wore during their stay inside the 
hospital grounds. Edwards and his com- 
panions were told wash their hands 
with alcohol after taking the gloves off. 

The group conducted service the 
Protestant Chapel and sang songs and 
later the day visited the room 
patient. intensive had the cautioning 
been about the disease that Edwards 
said noticed with some degree 
alarm when his leg touched the rung 
chair while visiting the patient’s 
room. That night, due apparently 
the alarming picture had been given 
the disease, dreamed that was 
patient the hospital. 

This time Rev. Edwards and his wife, 
who also interested this problem, 
got clear picture this hospital and 
much more honest appraisal the 
disease. 

Sister Mary Agnes Marillac 
College, Normandy, Mo., was one 
the most interested Carville visitors 
this summer. She Sister Charity, 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul, the 
order which has been duty here since 
1896, 

Another interested caller was Sister 
DeMonfort, Franciscan Sister, duty 
the St. Francis Hospital, Olean, N.Y. 
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Dr. Olson Heads Epidemiology Branch 


Plowing through the musty records 
this hospital which date back 1894 
determined man who under- 
taking new assault so-called leprosy, 
assault which may lead new hope 
frontier not thus far notable for its 
bright outlook. 

Undertaking intensive new re- 
search effort Dr. Byron Olson, 
newly appointed chief the Epidem- 
iology Branch this hospital. The mere 
appointment this distinguished 
scientist this task reassuring. 

The modest, thorough scientist vows 
that effort will spared 
quest for more facts about this disease. 
His first act, Dr. Olson says, will 
learn what has been observed 
disease during the entire history this 
hospital. order obtain this infor- 
mation, studying the history 
each and every patient admitted here 
since 1894. 

Without paying homage tradition 
and with preconceived notions about 
the disease, Dr. Olson will study not 
only the past here, but wants talk 
with patients the hospital today and 
with those who are receiving private 
treatment varous parts the coun- 
try. plans set national regis- 
ter which will list number only 
all known cases Hansen’s disease 
the United States, 

The fact that Dr. Olson here 
mere happenstance. was handpicked 
for this chore Dr. Edgar John- 
wick, medical officer charge, and his 
direct fulfillment two the avowed 
objectves this hospital outlined 
Dr. Johnwick. 

The objectives which Dr. Olson faces 
are these: 

collect and analyze epidemio- 
logical information all admitted 
cases order that more effective public 
health measures may taken control 
Hansen’s disease the United States 
and elsewhere, and maintain liaison 
with states and territorial health de- 
partments and bureaus and divisions 
the federal government concerned with 
the control Hansen’s disease. 

disease and its control and cooperate 
with government and private agencies 
conducting studies that promise yield 
information which will help control 
Hansen’s disease. 

achieve these ends, Dr. Olson 
was brought this hospital. 

The man comes with distinguished 
record behind him and curiosity that 
refreshing. 

This curiosity led Dr. Olson into 
least one situation our knowledge 
which was fraught with danger his 
life. This was 1943 when came 
Louisiana’s bayou country help com- 
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bat sudden epidemic what has been 
termed Louisiana pneumonitis. The 
disease spread days from one 
persons and claimed the lives nine 

Working with the virus that and 
Dr. Carl Larson had isolated the 
causative agent the disease, con- 
siderable danger themselves, the doc- 
tors succeeded developing vaccine 
for the strange malady, 

Dr. Olson veteran years 
with the Public Health Service having 
been first stationed San Francisco 
and then Washington for nine 
months where observed all phases 
and functions the PHS. then 
spent years the National Institutes 
Health Bethesda, Maryland, where 
was first head the tuberculosis 
branch, then head bacteriology and 
mycology and later assistant chief 
infectious diseases. For two years im- 
mediately prior coming Carville 
was chief immunology and epi- 
demiology the Division Foreign 
Quarantine, Bureau Medical Services, 
Washington. 

consider significant that Dr. 
Olson was introduced Hansen’s dis- 
ease the late Dr. McCoy, dean 
PHS leprologists. Dr. McCoy took 
Olson Tampa, Florida, one 
occasion see patients and Dr. 
Olson appears have retained some 
the attitudes Dr. plus the 
humility Dr. McCoy. 

While being interviewed THE 
STAR office, Dr. Olson often respond- 
our questions saying, don’t 
know.” Perhaps that humility, per- 
haps it’s honesty, but any event 
forthright answer and the only ans- 
wer that can now given many 
questions about so-called leprosy. And 
that, course the very reason that 
Dr. Olson finds himself again 
Louisiana bayou country. 

While NIH Dr. Olson collaborated 
with Dr, George Fite now Chief the 
Laboratory Branch this hospital, 
acid-fast organisms which the Hansen 
bacillus one. 

About his task here, Dr. Olson says 
the major job gather facts and 
knowledge about this disease. “Until 
can understand it, our control will 

his efforts learn more about 
the disease will talk with 
tients themselves. disease 
teach you something you have it, al- 
most certainly one who has will ob- 
serve something,” Dr. Olson said. 
feels that key open one more 
the many doors now closed the know- 
ledge this disease may simple 
observation someone who has lived 
with the disease itself. 


Dr. Olson interviews patient. 


important know why the dis- 
ease occurs only certain areas, but 
just important know why does 
occur other areas, Dr. Olson says. 

His first undertaking here—the study 
the ancient records this hospital 
—is intended give him “frame 
work reference” which proceed. 


Dr. Olson will not concern himself 
with the sub-clinical type the disease. 
apparently takes the position that 
the disease does not manifest itself, 
there reason worry about it. 
The disease termed sub-clinical when 
manifestations are unnoticeable and 
even not demonstrable. 

his quest for the key that may 
open the door control 
more effective treatment this dis- 
ease, Dr. Olson says, not even 
taking for granted that the Hansen’s 
Bacillus does indeed cause it. 
starting from scratch and will not dis- 
regard any ideas. put THE 
STAR’s Editor, “What would you 
you were shoes?” 

THE STAR looks for something sig- 
nificant come from this man’s work, 
for has been said, “Nothing tends 
much the corruption science 
suffer stagnate; these waters 
must troubled before they can exert 
their Dr. Olson obviously 
going trouble the waters. 


Sister Hilary Ross, Carville’s interna- 
tionally known veteran biochemist re- 
cently contributed more than 4,000 ab- 
stracts and articles about Hansen’s dis- 
ease the Medical Library. Mrs, Mar- 
garet Wilson, Librarian 
terms Sister Hilary’s latest contribution 
veritable monument your thirty- 
seven fruitful years this field.” 
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Days With Albert Schweitzer 

Frederick Franck, Henry Holt and Co. 


($4.00) 


Frederick Franck, Manhattan den- 
tist-artist-writer, has written what ap- 
pears debunking the several 
misguided legends about Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer and his celebrated hospital 
Lambarene French Equatorial 
rica. Franck’s work, the great doc- 
tor emerges not much near-god 
—as some have represented him—nor 
high-handed old man—as others have 
represented him—but very real, 
very exceptional human being. 

The author commended for 
his handling the great doctor and 
his hospital, but from the point view 
THE STAR, the book has several 
defects. 

First, the book shot through with 
the word This inspite the 
fact tha: the outset the 
entitled “The Leper Village” the author 
admits that the disease called leprosy 
today unrelated except con- 
sciousness” the disease leprosy 
the Bible. The chap contains 
accurate appraisal the today 
and correctly credits the Guy 
Faget for pioneering sulione therapy. 

These drugs, Franck says, make 
“probable that this horrible social 
sccurge can converted into 
medical problem and eradicated within 
our lifetime.” 

This hopeful enough, but what 
the author has ignored that the “so- 
cial scourge” can and should elimin- 
ated whether the disease itself eradi- 
cated not. This can done the 
disease placed and kept its proper 
perspective and step that direction 
would accomplished writers would 
simply stop harping the word “lep- 

The second glaring defect find 
the book that the author has perhaps 
unconsciously distinguished tween 
the one hand and “lep- 


ers” the other. 

Almost without variation, Franck re- 
fers those the general hospital 
and those the “leper 
village” fact both are pa- 
tients, both are sick people, both have 
one disease another, This use—re- 
gardless the author’s good intentions 
set the victims so-called 
leprosy apart from other sick people. 

The third defect find also pos- 
sibly oversight the part the 
chapter the “leper Franck 
says, “No one knows exactly how con- 
tagion with Hansen’s bacillus 
place. Sometimes white workers have 
become infected, but these cases are 
rare and special predisposition seems 
required”. spite this, Franck 
has this say later the book: 
“You feed the animals whenever you 
feel like it, you can even pet them 
within limits but always with the back 
your hand, because all these goats 
and dogs and cats visit sick wards team- 
ing with microbial life the most 
horrilying varieties, walk through grass 
through which lepers just waded and 
zre (if someone wanted establish 
records) perhaps the greatest microbe 
carriers per square inch body space 
anywhere 

Surely the author does 
that the disease can transmitted from 
few poor victims, grass, animal, 


all writers Schweitzer, 


Franck stresses the doctor’s “reverence 
for While know that Dr. 
Schweitzer neither wrote 
the book, just word from hir 
Franck any the hundreds others 
who fill the printed page with Schweit- 
could perform inestimable ser- 
vice those who are branded 
word which has the “power 
carrying with injury, sorrow and ruin. 
Dr, Schweitzer would himself but 
abandon the word and ask tha: 
so, could perform miracles 
toward relieving untold mental anguish, 
for Emerson says, “There calam- 
ity which right words not begin 


Senator Long, 


Veterans Day peaker 


Senator Russell Long will the princi- 
pal speaker the Veterans Day program 
here, November 11. The annual 
this hospital sponsored the B.L. 
Post 188, American Legion, Chaplain 
Carl Elder general chairman the 
event. the morning ceremony the audi- 
where Senator Long will speak will 
begin ten Brooks Reed, popular 
taton personality will the 
Emcee, and there will music and other 
features. 

noon visitors (many are expected) and 
patients will guests the 40&8 
barbecue the oaks”. This treat 
Voiture Nationale and Frank Nesom, Baton 
Rouge and his Carville Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee the Grand Voiture Louisiana 
will hosts. 

AMVETS (Foss Landry Post, Baton 
Rouge) will sponsor dance the Ball- 
room wind the day’s festivities. 


Progress Report New Construction 
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This how the new cottages look this time. 


Contract work the new cottages 
the rear the hospital grounds 
about 80% completed. Present contract 
does not include furnishing utility 
lines cottages. 

The P.B.S, Regional Office Dallas 
presently advertising for bids the 
work necessary before cottages will 
ready for occupancy. 

Provided the contracts are let soon 
the cottages should ready for occu- 
pancy early 1960. 


House 20, one the dormitories 
which being converted into new 
apartments about 65% completed, 
and barring any 
ments, the apartments should ready 
occupancy near the end Decem- 
ber. 

House 16, the single room and bath 
project, another one the dormi- 
tory buildings approximately 60% 
completed, and should ready for oc- 
cupancy about the same time 
apartments. 
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tional Supervisor, Mr. Henry Thomas, Rec- 
reation Consultant, Mr. Thomas Rick- 
man, Jr., Chief, Special Services. Presenta- 
tion E-Z Electric Caddy Cart was 
made Mr. Thomas. 


brief ceremony the patio 
the Recreation Building August 18, 
the patients Carville were presented 
with new E-ZGO Electric Caddy Cart 
and complete set McGregor golf 
clubs with bag. 

The gifts were made possible the 
generosity the Greater New Orleans 
Open Golf Tournament Officials. 

Henry Thomas New Orleans City 
Park Pro and Carville’s Recreation Con- 
sultant presented the keys the cart 
Billy Dobbs, Chairman the Execu- 
tive Board the Patients Federation. 

The electric cart reserved primarily 
for the use those who for medical 
reasons would otherwise unable 
play golf. But for those who are not 
interested the game golf, joy rid- 
ing about the hospital grounds the 
little cart becoming favorite past 


Walker Lloyd Cops 
River League Championship 


Billy Dobbs (Foreground) Chairman, Ex- 
ecutive Board the Patients Federation 
shown presenting the 1959 River League 
trophy the Walker softball team. 

long spell inclement weather 
played havoc with the River League 
softball schedule this year, making 
necessary stage sudden death play- 
for the 1959 River League Champ- 


August 19, saw our own Car- 
ville Indians defeated hard hitting 
team, Baton Rouge and thus were 
inated from the playoff. 

August 23, the Coleman 
trounced strong Walker Lloyd 
team, also Baton Rouge. The score 
the one sided slugfest was 21-4. The 
and all games the Indians 
participated were the hospi 
we'l lighted softball diamond. 

Pilly Dobbs, Chairman, 
the Patients Federation, 
the 1959 River League 
the team manager and Mr. Lloyd, 
sponsor. 


i 

Dr. Medical Officer 
Charge, Public Health Service 
Hospital Carville, shown admiring 
the new golf trophy presented the 
(R) behalf group Donaldson- 
ville, La. golfers. Looking ‘Thomas 
Rickman, Jr., Chief pecial 
Services, 

The silver punch will become 
the permanent possession any three 
time winner the Semi-Annual Carville 
Invitational Golf Tournament. 

Doners the trophy addition 
Mr. Dugas include, Mayor Vetter, 
Jack Hood, Louis LeBlanc, Dr. 
Folse, and Linwood Barthelemy, all 
Donaldsonville. 

presenting the trophy the 
Hospital Mr. Dugas said, “On behalf 
golfing colleagues Donaldsonville 
delighted make this presentation 
way expressing our appreciation 
the many courtesies extended 
and the pleasure that has been ours 
when participating your Semi-Annual 
Invitational Tournament.” 
The Donaldsonville golfers 
men from Baton Rouge and other 
neighboring communities will here 
Sunday, October join the local 
golfers, patients and staff 
ing the Sixteenth Semi-Annual golf 


Mike’s Boy Makes Good 


Louis Michael Nicolosi 24, (above) 
one “Carville baby” who comes his 
talent honestly, Louis the son Mr. 
and Mrs. Mike Nicolosi and was born 
here March 26, 1936. Last Aug. 
received his bachelor’s degree 
music education from Mississippi South- 
ern University and has accepted 
sition band director with the George 
County (Miss.) school system Rocky 
Creek High School. 

Louis’ father Mike, chief electrician 
here, set good example for his son. 
Mike, who has been duty here for 
years, was leader the Marine Trouba- 
dors, band made staff and 
personnel this hospital. the early 
1930s this band played for all patients’ 
Theatre productions and for 
hospital dances. Mike also played piano 
with otherwise all patient band 
called the Seven Hot Rocks, and they 
were hot. 


Louis attended St. Gabriel and Dutch- 
town schools, graduating from the latter 
high school, Louis attended Louisiana 
State University and while there served 
captain the LSU Tiger Band and 
was member Kappa Kappa Psi, 
national honorary band fraternity. 

1957 Louis transferred 
ippi Southern and was elected president 
the symphonic and marching bands. 
college band, considered one the 
outstanding marching bands the 
nation, toured Washington, D.C., and 
New York. 

Louis has been initiated into the Phi 
Alpha-Sinfonia, national honorary 
music fraternity which accepts only 
students high scholastic ability. 

The young man fully intends add 
his already considerable laurels —he 
studying toward his master’s degree 
which will obtain about year. 


Patients Get New Caddy Cart 
Golf Trophy Presented 
1959 


shower rice. 


romance which began this 
hospital where both are patients culmi- 
nated the marriage Miss Julia 
Rivera Mr.. Billy Dobbs the Sacred 
Heart Church October 1:30 P.M. 

Wearing long tiered gown white 
nylon net and lace the lovely bride came 
down the center isle. The Rev. Alcuin 
Kammer officiated the double 
ring ceremony. Before the altar deco- 
rated with white gladioli, the vows 
were exchanged. 


Mr, and Mrs. Pedro Rivera 
announce the marriage 


their daughter 
Julia 
Mr. Billy Fred Dobbs 


Saturday, October third 
nineteen hundred and fifty-nine 
Sacred Heart Church 


Carville, Louisiana 


The wedding party. 


The bride’s attendants were dressed 
ballerina length gowns blue with 
matching hats and carried nosegays 
pink mums. 


The fitted bodice the bridal gown 
had neckline and long slender 
sleeves which formed traditional lily 
point over each hand. She carried 
bouquet white lilies and 
rosary. Her finger tip tulle veil was held 


Upon the conclusion the nuptial 
ceremony relatives and friends hurried 


the entrance the church where they 
showered the newly-weds with rice 
they made their exit. 


Two Texas families. 


al 
a8 


Lawn Party and reception. 


Immediately following, THE STAR 
entertained with lawn party 
ception. Centering the 
table was the weddng cake topped with 
bride and groom, 


Both bride and groom are graduates 
the high school this hospital. Julia 
STAR staffer. Billy chairman 
the Executive Board the Patients 
Federation. The couple now 
month’s honeymoon. 


Photo shows Mrs. Pedro Rivera, 
mother the bride, the bride, the 
groom, Mrs. Webb, mother the 
Webb, and. Mr. Royce 
Benson, cousin the groom. 


September-October 


VILLE WEDDING 
CARVILLE WEDDING 
Here comes the bride. 
ring her finger. 


Local Lions Celebrate Ninth Anniversary 


The local Lions ninth anniversary 
success. The delightfully diversified pro- 
gram arranged Stanley Stein, pro- 
gram chairman, included talented en- 
tertainers from New Orleans and Baton 
Rouge. 


Carville’s own Kelley Rand (above), pop- 
ular New Orleans entertainer won round 
solos into which projects the warmth 
his The versitale Kelley ac- 
companied Rosemary Anderson 
formerly the New Orleans Opera House 
Assn. who belts out pop song well 
aria. 


The audicnce was enthralled with “Great 
Scenes from Famous Plays” presented 
the New Orleans Theatre Caravan. Shown 
Ruth and Augustus Goetz. The feminine 
role was played Jacqueline Marx, 
young actress. The male role was 
played Edward Sheehan, veteran actor, 
Theatre Caravan. Miss 
Marx and Sheehan also appeared 
from Shaw’s Caesar and Cleopatra. 


One the most unique features the 
program was the archery demonstration 
members the Louisiana State University 
archery club, Joe Melancon, Tommy Knight 
and Roger LeBlanc. Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Norckauer, Instructor, Dept. Health, 
Physical Education and Dance, L.S.U., was 
the gracious narrator for the archery act. 

The L.S.U. Modern Dance Group (above), 
lovely look at, performed deftly 
colorful number called Brazilian Carnival. 
Roland Wingfield was the choreographer 
and narrator. Solo dance numbers were 
performed Karen Berg, Alice Reese and 
Sharon Lytle. Pat Duncan classic baliet 
was particularly pleasing. 


The party was held the spacious 
ballroom the recreation building, 
which was appropriately decorated for 
the 
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Lion Carl Elder the Point Clair 
Ciub welcomed the Lions, their ladies 
and other friends who journeyed 
Carville from many sections the state 
join. the celebration, Lion Elder 
then introduced Miss Elsa Nelson, 
Chief, Health Education Section. Miss 
Nelson extended official hospital greet- 
ings and the personal greetings Dr. 
Edgar Johnwick, Medical Officer 
Charge, who was away the time. 
She also gave brief resume the hos- 
pital’s Health Education Program. 

Lion L.J. Champagne the 
Baton Rouge Lions Club was master 


ceremonies. introducing Lion Elmer 
Stewart, Shreveport, Louisiana, Cham- 
pagne made mention the fact that 
Lion and Mrs. Stewart were here for 
“charter night” and they have attended 
every one the 
since, Lion Stewart, member the 
International Association Lions Clubs 
more than years, has held all 
club offices and several district offices, 
including District Governership. 
has year perfect aitendance record 
together with Mrs. Stewart, served 
Lions Louisiana State Historian 
for years; served 
Director from 1950-1952; served 
chairman Many International Com- 
mittees; has attended every State Con- 
vention, and International Conven- 
tions club delegate, and presently 
serving International Ambassador 
Goodwill. 


Partial view speaker’s: 


tional Ambassador Goodwill, Elmer 


Stewart, Shreveport, the mike. Shown 


are Willen Belanger, President, Point Clair 


Lions Club, and Mrs. Stewart. 


Lion Stewart gave graphic account 
the numerous activities undertaken 
the local club during the past year. 

Among the guests were L.A. “Pete” 
Andrepont, District Governor 8-N, Ba- 
ton Rouge, Jimmy Palmer, District 
Governor 8-S, New Orleans, Interna- 
tional Counsellors Corona, Port 
Allen; Ernest Skillman, Baton Rouge 
and Herbert Patrick, New Orleans; 
and representatives Lions Clubs 
Louisiana from Baton Rouge, Bogalusa, 
Brusly, Amite, Baker, Gonzales, Port 
Allen and New Orleans. 


Special Holiday Parties 


just old custom here, where 
the Latin-American population predom- 
inates, celebrate Diez Seis (Septem- 
ber 16), Mexican Independence Day. 
This year’s celebration was lively 
ever and some the patients turned 
out gay costumes. appropriate 
program preceded the dance with music 
Baton Rouge band. 


* * * 


The high light the Labor Day 
celebration here was Las Vegas Bingo 
party the ballroon with the 40&8 
hosts. Patients always turn out masse 
for Bingo”. The party was made 
possible through the entertainment fund 
provided Voiture Nationale. Visiting 
Voyageurs (members) included Grand 
Chef Gare Maurice McKeniry and 
Mrs. McKeniry New Orleans, Frank 
Nesom, Percy Lemoine and Sam 
Michael Baton Rouge. 


* * * 


The ower Grower 


York gardening magazine, prompt- 
Philadelphia Inquirer columnist 
this turn prompted the Leonard 
Wood Memorial write letters vari- 
vus people, seeking contributions for 
the Memorial’s research program. 

The initial story appeared The 
Grower the July issue and 
Gummings the Inquirer. Both the 
story and the column deal with Car- 
gardeners and particular 
Charles Stiney whose story told 
Flower Grower. 

The Column Gummings prompted 
Griffith and Hoe Garden Clubs 
Gary, Indiana, contribute the pro- 
ceeds their Griffith Community 
Flower Show toward the purchase 
seeds, bulbs and other gardening neces- 
sities for Carville patients, 

iis appeal for donations, letter 
signed Crowther, president 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, points 
out that the Memorial 
search aimed the eradication so- 
called leprosy and cites Stiney’s case, 
saying that contracted the disease 
while visiting tropical country, but 
continues, had lived one 
our Gulf States, however, might 
have contracted there.” 


Subscribers Attention 
When writing about change 
address, sending your subscription, 
kindly address your envelope to: 

THE STAR 
Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 
Carville, Louisiana 
Checks money orders for 
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PRESS 


Hansen’s disease patients have cause 
for great rejoicing! bright new day 
aborning! are all going 
made happy with stamp collections. 

man who writing newspapers all 
over the world soliciting stamps and 
letters for the patients Kalaupapa 
the Island Molokai, Hawaii, says that 
stamps will provide hours entertain- 
ment and the letters “to the lepers 
Molokai” will let them know they are 
loved. Marks, numerous newspaper 
articles, says will reach 
(and that lot people) “even 
takes lifetime.” other words, 
going get stamps for the forlorn 
kills all. 

more practical side stamp col- 
lecting for patients was mentioned 
one Carville Said he, group 
ladies once offered send rash 
letters and stamps Carville order 
that the patients could get the dye from 
them. The purpose getting the dye 
off the stamps was least unclear. 
Perhaps, says the wit, was intended 
for the patients soak the dye from 
said stamps, bottle and sell for great 
riches. Or, even more perhaps, tht dye 
has some curative powers when taken 
internally. 

But back Arthur Marks. de- 
scribed his publicity prominent 
Honolulu businessman, but the Cham- 
ber Commerce there has 
knowledge him, any event, has 
pledged send any surplus stamps 
(over and above the pressing needs 
the patients Kalaupapa) other 
forlorn. Perhaps Carville will put 
the list for some stamps. 


* * * 


The press has just been bubbling 
with good doings late. There the 
example York, Pa., church group 
which has appealed for 
cases, sheets and shirts which the group 
sends leper colonies throughout the 
United States.” 

This new one. There but one 
hospital for the treatment so-called 
leprosy the continental United States 
colony. The Public Health Service 
good host, even the point furnish- 
ing sheets, pillowcases and the like. 


the good ladies York insist 
sending sheets and pillowcases, then 
course will accept them. Hallow- 
een just around the corner and 
someone will send broom two 
can shroud ourselves the sheets, hop 
the brooms and scare the daylighis 
out the normally placid residents 
Carville. 


article the Belfast, Ireland, 
Weekly Telegraph prompted THE 
STAR write Dr. James Ross Innes, 
medical secretary the British Leprosy 
Relief Association. The article 
question had with anonymous 
gift 100 pounds the Belfast Branch 
the Association and was chock full 
the word “leper.” 

Mr. Innes, letter THE STAR, 
out that informed 
Allport the Belfast group our 
efforts have the word abandoned. 
must realize how extremely diffi- 
cult get this word taken out 
current use,” Dr. Innes said. 

realize ndeed. have been 
trying for 

* * * 


The latest example the unfortunate 
and mistaken use which the odious 
word “leper” put the press 
particularly bad one.. came the 
August issue The Reign The 
Sacred Heart, Roman Catholic publi- 
cation. The article question was 
more less picture story this 
George pinger, carried the 
headline big, black type “Leper 
Colony Louisiana.” 

The material used the text the 
was easy obtain but where the 
pictures came from mystery. They 
were taken here several years ago (and 
consequently some them are out 
date) free lance photographer who 
peddled them Three Lions Photos, 
photo service.. 

Father Pinger’s reference this 
hospital “leper was es- 
pecially bad and Sister Mary Augustine, 
editor Marist Missions, wrote 
Father Pinger this point. Said she, 
“Carville not ‘leper colony’ and 
not recorded the Public Health 
Service. U.S. Public Health 
Health Service Hospital and run 
like hospital.” 

Another example this “leper 
business which persists despite 
our considerable came our 
attention post card from woman 
Oklahoma, She wrote the Louisi- 
ana travel bureau asking for literature 
about the “leper colony” Louisiana 
which she had heard about 
“preaching” over radio station 
(KBYE, Oklahoma City) 

hospital. Perhaps the best place begin 
breaking this habit reference the 
hospital colony here where 
admit many, including staff 
nel, call the patient’s side the insti- 
tution “the colony.” 

is, however, still our contention 
that long the word leprosy used 


the medical world, the word 
will continue prosper. 
begets “leper,” the latter begets 
“leper colony.” For some reason leper 
and colony dribble off the tongue 
out the typewriter they 
made for each other.. 

possible solution this problem, 
gest that the Public Health Service 
out all news media decr.bing 
the hospital just what is. The PHS 
has the facilities put out such story, 
All that needed have official 
channels start the ball rolling Why 
unchallenged participate it. 


Pays Protest 


pays protest, That, course, 
why THE STAR and its friends con- 
tinue protest the use the word 
“leper” and sensationalized treatment 
the disease the press. cheerful 
example came about when THE STAR 
protested the use the word “leper” 
the Tulsa, Oklahoma, Tribune 
September 10, and the publicity given 
case so-called leprosy the Hart- 
ford, Conn., Courant August 23. 

result our protest, the true 
facts the disease and this hospital 
reached hundreds thousands news- 
paper readers, the combined circulation 
these two papers. The Tulsa news- 
paper carried editorial August 
which the word was used. Louis 
Boudreaux, promotion manager THE 
STAR, wrote letter the editor and 
the letter was reproduced full 
subsequent issue the paper. This 
teached 75,732 readers. 

the Hartford Courant and other 
papers, science columnist Ludwig 
Lederer made mention the fact that 
South Carolina. The ed- 
itor THE STAR wrote Lederer 
about the handling the story and 
response devoted the bulk col- 
umn our comments. The 
alone, from which have 
clipping, has circulation 142,739, 
How many other papers carry Lederer’s 
syndicated column and their circulation 
not known us, but the total reader- 
ship must many. 


this just goes show that 
was wise individual who said, 
there darkness about, not curse 
the darkness, simply light candle.” 
lighted our candle and while did 
not away with the 
area. 
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Health Education Program 
the Mareh 


Groups from far and near specific- 
ally from Great Britain, represented 
group Franciscan fathers from Port 
Sulphur, Louisiana— attended educa- 
tional seminars held here during the 
six months 1959. 

With different groups atten- 
cance various times, the total number 
attending swelied 845 for the six- 
period. This compares very 
vorably with the work done last year 
when 730 people attended seminars dur- 
ing 10-month period. 


These figures are from the six month 
summary activities the health 
education service here headed Miss 
Elsa 

total 311 physicians, graduates 
workers; medical technicians; 
church officials; from church groups; 
school students; from home dem- 
onstration clubs; and 

addition the seminars, the 
grams was launched with total 
nine sessions. 

The following groups attended semi- 
nars July: Student nurses, Touro In- 
firmary. August: Student Nurses South 
Baptist Hospital and group physi- 
cian from the L.S.U. Inter American 
Fellowship Program, 
Ladies Altar Society. St. Theresa Catho- 
lic Church, Gonzales, La.; group from 
Our Lady Good Harbor Church, 
Buras, La.; and group nurses from 
Hospital Jackson, La. September: 
Dietetic Interns, Charity Hospital; group 
Sacred Heart Church; student 
nurses, Touro Infirmary, all New 
Orleans. 


ment the heart the control pro- 
gram Hansen’s disease. Profession- 
groups such medical societies, 
nurses, medical and nursing students, 
are urged write to: 


Communicable Disease Center 
P.O. Box 185 
Chamblee, Georgia 


and book the film “Recognition 
Leprosy”. The film available 
charge, except return postage. 

The average patient entering this 
hospital has had the disease for five 
years more. Don’t let this happen 
the next fellow! 


1959 


PHS and Section Chiefs Hold Powwow 
Carville 


Three Public Health Service Chiefs 
(Branch) from Washington have 
journeyed this reservation the past 
three moons for powwows with the tribal 
(or Section) Chiefs here. First arrive 
was the Chief the Dietetic Branch 
the Division Hospitals, Miss Claire 
Baldauf. She came for parleys with 
Sister Vincent Fleer, Carville’s 
Dietitian, 

Miss Baldauf, native Pennsyl- 
vania, served for almost ten years the 
San Francisco, California, 
Hospital and the Staten Island, New 
York, PHS Hospital. She was instrumen- 
tal establishing the graduate school 
for dietitian interns Staten Island. 


Miss Ewan confers with John Allis, 


Physical Therapist Carvill’s T.P. Depart- 
ment. 


Miss Norma Ewan, who became 
Chief July, made Carville the first 
stop her initial field trip. She ob- 
served the work being done here 
Carville’s Physical and Occupational 
Therapy Departments. 
branch, both departments this hos- 
pital come under her wing. native 
Seattle, Washington, she has been with 
the PHS since 1949 and has served 
Seattle and Staten Island 

The new Chief was particularly inter- 
ested seeing the two different sections 
the rehabilitation branch operation 
here.. Carveille she said, think 
just beautiful here. Everyone has been 
most gracious. have gotten very 
favorable impression. 

Chief whom Carville indebted 
for its health education program was the 
most recent visitor. Dr. Mayhew 
Derryberry, Chief, Public Health Edu- 
PHS. Dr. Derryberry, 
Ph..D. with degrees from ‘Teachers 
College, N.Y.U., veteran 
long standing with the PHS, having 
entered 1936. termed the over- 
all program this hospital “dynamic” 
and was particularly pleased with the 


progress made the health education 


program here which now its second 
year. 


Miss Nelson shows Dr. Derryberry around 


the hospital, pausing THE STAR bulletin 
board 


are indebted Dr. Derryberry 
for assigning the capable and attractive 
Miss Elsa Nelson her present post 
Health Educator Carville. The post 
she fills unique that Carville the 
only PHS Hospital which health 
educator work. 

native Tennessee, Derryberry 
has no: lost his soft, Southern accent. 
likes talk about health education 
which defines as, “The change that 
takes place behavior people with 
reference their 


GIVE CARVILLE 
CONSTRUCTIVE PUBLICITY 


big hand 40&8ers John Har- 
ney, Duluth, Minnesota, and Tom Wil- 
liams, Columbus, South Carolina, 
for their Carville stories, written after 
visits this hospital. John Harney’s 
story appeared recent issue the 
Forty and Eighter, and Tom Williams’ 
story was published under 
the Columbus, The State, “South 
Carolina’s largest newspaper.” 

Both stories are constructive contri- 
butions our educational program, 
and are grateful. 
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Dramatic Plea U.S., Soviet 
Leaders Made French 


Humanitarian 


Raoul Follereau, Paris, France, presi- 
dent the Order Charity, has 
written open letter President 
Eisenhower the United States and 
Premier the Soviet Union, 
asking that each contribute the cost 
one “bombing airplane” toward medical 
supplies and treatment for the mil- 
lion who suffer from so-called leprosy 
throughout the world. 

Follereau, who never one bite 
his tongue when has something 
say, pleads with the two leaders let 
their measure agreement 
the deliverance million people 
who are the prisoners ignorance.” 
The price two airplanes, says, 
would buy sufficient medical supplies 
treat and many cases cure all 
the leprosy sufferers the 
Such contribution would way 
alter the present balance power 
between the U.S. and USSR, Follereau 
correctly points out. 

Follereau has traveled around the 
world his battle against so-called 
leprosy and misses opportunity 
dramatize problems before the public 
and influential persons, his letter 
Eisenhower and was 
writing two the most influential. 


Carville Daughters Charity 
Celebrate Founders’ Tercentenary 
Year 


September 27th marked the opening 
the tri-centennial celebration St. 
Vincent Paul, founder the 
Daughters Charity, and St. Louise 
Marillac, their co-foundress. High 
Mass was celebrated Rev. Alcuin 
Kammer, O.S.F., Chaplain and dy- 
namic sermon eulogizing the founders 
was delivered Father Alcuin. The 
Sacred Heart Choir rendered the jubil- 
ant Missa Mater Dei and special offer- 
ing honor St. Vincent, 

Special celebration and services will 
held the religious sons and 
daughters St. Vincent throughout 
the world the various feast days 
their founders, during the tercentenary 
year. 

There are Sisters Charity, 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul 
duty this hospital. The order pio- 
neered service the patients here 
during the state regime and was re- 
tained when the Federal Government 
took over the hospital 1921. 


Sister Catherine Sullivan has been elect- 
National Chairman Sister Formation 
Conference. She visitatrix provincial 
Daughters Charity’s huge Western pro- 
vince 

Sister Catherine was Carville for 
years doing yeomen service changing 
old attitudes toward so-called leprosy. She 
contends important for people learn 
not only what leprosy is, but what not. 


Certain Trend 


The “leprosaria” the Territory 
Papua and New Guineau are official- 
shown article Dr. Douglas 
Russell the current issue the In- 
Journal Leprosy. ‘Voi- 
ume 27, Number The Journal notes 
that “Dr. Russell was originally appoint- 
Specialist Medical Officer (Lep- 
rology), but 1958 his designation 
was offcially changed 
health service Specialist Medical 
ficer (Hansen’s disease.) 

Apparently the Journal does not ap- 
They call this official terminolo- 
gy, example the extent which 
certain trend can go.” 

are puzzled about the suffix 
nevertheless THE STAR not only ap- 
proves the trend indeed such, 
but applaud it. Almost any reason- 
ably accurate designation would far 
better than the traditional bad word 
which influences attitudes, even the 
medical world, and begets such insult- 
ing phrases that recently used 
the President the American Medical 
Association. (See next column.) 

And what better time than this 
applaud Dr. Sen (Calcutta) for his 
letter the Editor “Leprosy 
India”. (Volume XXX, No. 2). Dr. 
Sen notes that “the need for replacing 
the term leprosy another suitable 
term social ground has long been 
recognized.” Dr. Sen rejects the term 
Hansen’s disease, because “eponyms 
have lost popularity with the scientist 
and will not popular also with the 
common man this part the 

dermal Disease, far indicates 
the basic dual characteristics the seat 
the disease process under 
Dr. Sen concludes his letter asking 
the Editor LIA invite discussion 


the leprologist this subject. 


ASSOCIATION ACT 
STAR’S REQUEST 
The request THE STAR regard- 
ing the wholly unnecessary publicizing 
“leprosy cases” (names, addresses, 
family details, etc.) from time time 
State, City and District Health Of- 
ficers will called the attention 
the Association State and 
Health Officers through its Executive 
Committee, their meeting October 
Washington, D.C. This infor- 
mation came THE STAR letter 
from Dr. Mack Shanholt, Richmond, 
Va., Secretary-Treasurer the Associa- 
tion. 


Open Letter To: 


Dr. Louis McDonald Orr 

Orlando, Florida 

President, American Medical Association 
Sir: 

The Little Rock, Ark., Gazette July 
31, 1959, reporting your keynote 
speech the Seventh Arkansas Rural 
Health Conference quotes you 
lows: 

“Our society’s ignorance 
dice have shoved the oldster into state 
near exile, social leper colony.” 


can understand and appreciate 
your concern for the aged, but neither 
nor appreciate your use 
the odious word Such reference 
from any physician would exceed- 
ing bad taste, but when comes from 
the president the American Medi- 
cal Association, unpardonable. 


Use this cliche serves only per- 
petuate the stigma which you know 
attached so-called leprosy. You 
know too that there utterly 
for this stigma except perpetu- 
ated and magnified comments such 
yours. 


true that the medical profession 
insists use the Old Testament 
name “leprosy” identify this disease 
and long that the case comments 
such yours will continue made 
the great harm the educational 
program constantly wage. However, 
would suggest that you familiarize 
yourself with policies your own AMA 
which informed us, some years ago, 
that, “Under the manuscript editing 
rules the A.M.A. the term ‘leper’ can- 
not used any the American 
Medical Association publications.” 
further suggest that you follow these 
rules your public utterances. 

fact, just what “social leper 
Are you saying that there 
fairness the ostracism old peo- 
ple whom you referred 
there justification for the ostracism 
what you have termed 
course, you know better than this. 

urge you actually stop and re- 
flect for moment upon the damage 
that such comment can cause. the 
humane approach does not appeal 
you, then think from public 
health standpoint. long so-called 
there can proper large-scale treat- 
ment the disease. This because pa- 
tient would prefer hide his ailment 
than admit and seek treatment, know- 
ing that will exposed the mis- 
understanding and prejudice which 
rise good part from use the word 

your very plea for end mis- 
understanding and prejudice, you have 
much perpetuate both. 


Stanley Stein 
Editor, THE STAR 
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Stars Fall the Twin Cities 


Louisiana Voyageurs (members), ail 
Salesmen, the Promenade National the 
40&8, r.) L.S. Hooper, Shreve- 


port, STAR Chairman; La. Grand Chefs 
(State Commanders) Percy Lemoine, (1959), 
Maurice McKeniry, (1860), and Maurice 
Pender, (1958). 


Sam Michael drove 
his car out Rouge toward 
Minneapolis—St. Paul attend the 
National Convention the American 
Legion and the Promenade National 
the 40&8, the back seat the car 
was heaped with packages. 

The packages contained the special 
40&8 issue THE STAR, 500 copies 
which were distributed the con- 
vention, plus 200 copies which were 
distributed the National Convention 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 

addition the STARs, about 
1,500 copies flyer, prepared L.S. 
“Buck” Hooper Shreveport, 
print from the same issue THE 
STAR) were distributed. The 
sults this, all involving hard work 
the part THE friends, 
that THE STAR can anticipate 
percent increase circulation this year. 

Maurice McKeniry, New Orleans, 
1959-60 Grand Chef, put his shoulder 
the wheel fine fashion did Per- 
Lemoine and Sam Michael, Baton 
Rouge, Maurice Pender, New Orleans, 
Sam Rubin, Monroe, the Hoopers, Buck 
and Agnes, (Mrs. Hooper was both use- 
ful and ornamental) and others. 

Among the Auxiliary gals who de- 
serve credit are Louisiana Department 
President, Mrs. Lucille Amacker, Boga- 
lusa, and Mrs. Ethel Primrose, Lake 


Charles, and several others who all 
worked very hard for THE STAR. 


When Voyageur 


The exaggerated fear leprosy and 
belief its high communicability 
should Control 
1955, published American Public 
Health Association. 
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With American Jewel 


the brooch presented 
Madame Charles Gaulle 
Rubin Monroe, La., behalf the 
American Legion National Commander. The 
solid gold brooch, set with rubies, work 
art. Made New York, the brooch 
replica French army tank. 

One Carville’s outstanding friends, 
Sam Rubin, Sr., Monroe, La., has 
returned from Paris, France, where 
representative Preston Moore, Na- 
tional Commander the American 
Legion (1958-59), presented Mrs. 
Gaulle with unique brooch set 
with rubies. 

Mr. Rubin, company with French 
and Legion dignitaries, 
ceived June the wife the presi- 
dent the French Republic the 
Palais and presented the 
brooch miniature French army tank 
token appreciation for the 
warm welcome accorded Commander 
Moore last February President 
Gaulle. 

presenting the unique gift, Le- 
gionnaire Rubin noted that Gen. 
Gaulle practically the father mod- 
ern armored warfare but received in- 
sufficient support for his ideas the 
outbreak World War The brooch 
was made memory Gaulle’s ef- 
forts save France and the Free World. 


Mrs. Gaulle admired the brooch 
and said that she was deeply impressed 
this amazing sample American 
craftsmanship. She added that 
gretted that the General had been una- 
ble attend the presentation, but that 
had asked her convey his sincere 
thanks and deep appreciation. 

Mr, Rubin, prominent Louisiana 
Legionnaire and past national vice-com- 
the 40&8, returned from his 
trip France time attend the na- 


tional Legion convention Minneapo- 
lis, and the Promenade National St. 
and immediately after his return 
Monroe caught plane Carville 
where gave THE STAR’s editor 
firsthand account the meetings 
the twin cities. 


Calif. Texas State DAVA 
Leaders Come 


Olexo and Mr. Olexo. 


“Every year our National Con- 
ventions hear lot about Carville 
that just had come and see for 
ourselves,” said Mrs. J.J. Olexo Azusa, 
State Commander (1959-60) the Dis- 
abled American Veterans Auxiliary 
California. With Mrs. Olexo were Mrs, 
Iola Waldram, and Mrs. Dorothy 
Hughes, Bakersfield, both Past DAVA 
Commanders and Mr. Olexo. The group 
was route Miami Beach, Fla., for 
the National Convention the DAVA. 
They were unanimous declaring that 
their visit Carville, August 13, was 
well worth the detour. 

The day following the visit the 
Californians, Mrs. W.C. Benson, Donna, 
DAVA State Commander Texas, in- 
troduced herself THE STAR office, 
and her friend, Mrs, Josephine Aber- 
combie, San Antonio, Region Com- 
mander, DAVA, They were accompa- 
nied Mrs. Benson’s son, Ronnie. 
They, too, were their way Miami 
Beach for the convention. 

Mrs. Florence Green, Kalamazoo, 
Mich., was elevated the National 
Presidency the Miami Convention. 
national DAVA hospital chairman 
for many years, Mrs. Green has been 
very special friend Carville and ‘THE 
STAR, and her many friends here offer 
warm congratulations. THE STAR and 
other Carville friends said with flow- 

rs. “Our flowers Florence” were pre- 
sented Mrs, Naomi Schweitzer, Lou- 
isiana DAVA State Commander. Mrs. 
Green wrote, red roses were lovely 
and the thought behind some- 
thing shall never forget. dele- 
gate was thrilled.” 
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Second WHO Expert Committee Leprosy Meets Geneva 


New data the way leprosy spread 
was revealed some the world’s 
specialists, who constituted the WHO 
Second Expert Committee Leprosy 
that concluded week’s discussions 
Geneva, August 3—8, 1959. 

was shown that definite sus- 
ceptibility leprosy exists, since not 
everyone close contact with the pa- 
tient likely contract the disease. 
For example, conjugal leprosy very 
rare. Moreover, children, the most vul- 
nerable age-group, often not get lep- 
rosy from parents who are sufferers. 
order contract the disease, which 
less contagious than tuberculosis and 
most other common infections, special 
susceptibility necessary healthy in- 
dividuals. 

the other hand, resistance 
leprosy can acquired and detected. 
Persons with this resistance contract the 
disease only mild form. 

The members the Committee rec- 
ommended that leprosy campaigns now 
under way followed and extend- 
ed, using ambulatory treatment with 
sulfones. Ambulatory care is, fact, 
the only valid method dealing with 
the problem since there are about 
12,000,000 leprosy sufferers the world, 
mostly tropical and equatorial coun- 
tries, and not more than 100,000 
them can hospitalized existing in- 
stitutions. 

There are 1,500,000 persons already 
with their families and hoped 
gieatly increase this number the near 
fuiure. 

The ugliness deformities caused 
leprosy the reason for the univer- 
sal fear and loathing arouses. These 
deformities can prevented teach- 
ing the patient how care for his hands 
and feet. The Committee also empha- 
sized that many deformities can 
corrected physical therapy 
tic surgery. 

The legislation that exists some 
countries, requiring that leprosy pa- 
tients segregated, also was discussed. 
Such legislation, was felt, should 
abolished view the relatively low 
infectivity leprosy, which should 
dealt with ordinary public health 
problem the same manner other 
communicable diseases. 

Dr. Dorolle, Deputy Director-Gen- 
eral the World Health Organization, 
opened the meeting. Members the 
Second WHO Expert Committee 
Leprosy were: Dr. H.W. Wade, Chair- 
man, President the International Lep- 
rosy Culion Sanatorium, 
Palawan, Philippines; Dr. Laviron, 
Vice-Chairman, former Director In- 
stitut Marchoux, (Bamako, Sudan) 
Marseilles, France; Dr. Kinnear 
Brown, Rapporteur, Director the Lep- 


rosy Campaign Uganda, Entebbe, 
Uganda; Dr. R.V. Wardekar, Secretary, 
Gandhi Memorial Leprosy Foundation, 
Wardha (Bombay State) India; and Dr. 
Orestes Diniz, Director S.N.L., Min- 
isterio Saude, Rio Janeiro, Brazil. 
secretary the Committee. 

(Information obtained without sub- 
stantive change interpretation from 
press release issued World Health 
Organization, Division Public 
mation, Palais Des Nations, Geneva, 
Switzerland.) 

Note: Almost immediately after its 
issuance, the press release cited above 
became matter contention. The 
United Press International circulated 
newspapers throughout the United 
States and other nations, story which 
said that the WHO’s expert committee 
“recommended abolishment all leper 
colonies and urged treatment the 
world’s 12,000,000 leprosy sufferers 
home.” 

Dr. Ross Innes, medical secretary 
the British Leprosy Relief Assn., termed 
story printed the London Times 
from its Geneva correspondent “mis- 
leading” its representation the 
committee’s recommendation ambu- 
latory treatment. 

After receiving response from The 
Times, Dr. Innes wrote Dr. H.W. 
Wade, chairman the WHO’s expert 
committee, who wrote statement for 
use the October issue the LEPRO- 
REVIEW which Dr. Wade says 
the press release question was “the 
subject misinterpreta- 
the world press.” 

The section the press release which 
the WHO’s spokesman says has been 
misinterpreted italics the pre- 
ceding columns. Miss Patricia Palmer, 
Division Public Information the 
WHO, Geneva, when contacted 
THE STAR about the release and sub- 
sequent publicity said only that the 
interpretation given the release the 
press not endorsed her office. 

The interpretation given the state- 
ment the WHO’s press release was 
uniform far know that both 
the UPI and the London Times said 
the committee was advocating abolish- 
ment leprosaria. Paris, France, 
dio station reportedly carried similar 
comment. Their interpretation not 
entirely without basis since the release 
does say, “ambulatory care is, fact, 
the only valid method dealing with 
the problem...” 

easy understand how news 
writer would pounce upon this 
worthy attention the press. 

The following Dr. Wade’s explana- 
tion the WHO committee’s intent 
will appear the REVIEW October, 


the Editor, 


August 1959, the World Health 
Organization convened, Geneva, Switzer- 
land, meeting leprologists the Second 
Expert Committee Leprosy considcr 
advances leprosy work recent years 
and make recommendations for the 
future. The agenda laid considerable empha- 
sis antileprosy campaigns, especially 
those countries high endemicity 
resources men and money for the work 
are relatively limited. Mass campaigns 
are relatively new development, made 
possible the application sulfone (DDS) 
WHO actively supporting 
such activities several countries. 

August 10, after the Committee had 
adjourned, the Division Public Informa- 
tion WHO issued press release intended 
give certain high lights the conclusions 
which had reached, since its full report 
cannot published for several months. 
One feature that statement immediately 
became the subject unfortunate mis- 
interpretation the world press. The 
pertinent sections the release area: (See 
italics above). 

August The Times, London, ran 
otherwise impeccable dispatch from their 
own Geneva correspondent under the star- 
tling headline, “Lepers need not iso- 
the story ended with the unrelieved 
statement that “Ambulatory care the 
only valid method dealing with the prob- 
lem.” Paris, has been learned, radio 
broadcast reported that the Committee had 
recommended that leprosaria abolished; 
what appeared the newspapers not 
know. UPI dispatch from Geneva dis- 
tributed American began 
with the totally unjustified statement that 
the Committee had recommended “the 
all leper colonies” and the 
home treatment all cases. 

readily understandable how such 

statements about leprosaria may highly 
disturbing various quarters, cspecially 
government health services which e.nploy 
such institutions one element 
means leprosy, and organ- 
such the Mission Lepers and 
The American Leprosy Inc., 
support leprosaria their own and give 
others. Patients now such 
tutions may very well become apprehensive 
about their future prospects. 
should noted that the press release 
question made mention the fact that 
some patients are now hospitalized 
existing institutions, but did not say 
that those institutions should abolished. 
The intention would doubtless have been 
clearer if, after “dealing with the problem,” 
the words “of extending antileprosy 
paign” had been added. 

The day the leprosarium mere 

asylum course long since past, and 
long experience has shown segregation 
leprosaria the sole method 
the following excerpt from the resolutions 
Epidemiology and Control the 
Congress Leprology, held 
last November: 
(b) Hospitals, leprosaria and other facili- 
for inpatient outpatient 
care stressed, facilities for inpatient care 
are necessary for patients reaction, and 
they can play important part the con- 
trol leprosy. countries with adequace 
facilities, many infectious patients 
can accommodated should induced 
enter leprosaria voluntary basis. The 
period hospitalization, however, should 
only sufficient effect clinical regression. 
prolonged series negative smears should 
not required. From the epidemiologic 
point view, more advantageous 
reduce infectiousness many patients than 
eliminate infectiousness few. 

The leprosarium may also center for 
rescareh, education professional person- 
nel, special surgery and vocational training 
patients. 

for the view that leprosy should 
dealt with public health problem 
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Tribute Two Friends 


This tribute two men, who 
their selfless efforts and kind 
understanding themselves 
true friends those who suffer 
from Hansen’s disease and the wrongful 
stigma attached its 


Dr. Hartman Lichtwardt and Mrs. Licht- 
wardt, photographed Carville, during 
their visit here November 1948. 


Death has claimed Dr. Hartman 
Lichtwardt, Detroit, and Dr. Christo- 
pher Mengis, Opelousas, La. The 
actions both these men speak clear 
accents for the service they sought 
render and often did render for man- 
kind general and patients with 
sen’s disease specifically. 

Dr. Lichtwardt, 66, who 
his home Detroit, spent 
years Iran Presbyterian medical 
missionary and was founding member 
the International Leprosy Associa- 
tion and until his retirement 1953 
was director the Woman’s Hospital 
Detroit. also served the surgi- 
cal staff Ford Hospital Detroit, 
from 1942 until 1946. This 
account where spent his lifetime. 
What did during that valuable life- 
time—particularly for 
more important. 

Dr, Lichtwardt was one the fore- 
most exponents changing the name 
so-called leprosy. not only ad- 
such change, but did much 
effort see such change come 
about. The file THE STAR bulges 
with writings Dr. Lichtwardt, among 
them article entitled “Why Not 
Change the Name” which makes 
firm plea. 

said, for example, “No one dis- 
ease has been shamefully misunder- 
sented that relatively non-contagious 
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condition which most the world still 
knows 

“The terms and ‘leper’ 
should eliminated from the diction- 
ary. Either Hansen’s disease Hansen- 
Lichtwardt wrote. 

The heart the man perhaps best 
shown article wrote answer 
one his medical colleague’s con- 
demnation the efforts change the 
name the disease. The doctor 
question had termed these efforts “illog- 

What drab, colorless world this 
would were peopled entirely 
cool, perfect logicians whose 
are measured the sliderule and whose 
actions and reactions are never affected 
such abstract terms love, devotion, 
patience, forgiveness tolerance, 

“It may illogical insist that 
Hansen’s disease Hansenosis less 
prejudicial name than leprosy and that 
‘Hansenotic’ will not repulsive 
‘leper’: but true, and the public 
will gradually learn that Hansen’s dis- 
ease one the least contagious dis- 
eases known medical science today 
that the individual suffering from 
not nearly ‘unclean’ the sniff- 
ling man with common cold the 
unfortunate person whose eyes burn 
with trachoma.” 

addition his writings for various 
publications, took much 
his own time write letters other 
authors who used the word “leper”. 
did more than pay mere lip service 
the idea that the name the disease 
should changed. 

Dr. Lichtwardt first became acquaint- 
with Carville during the publicity 
furor caused the Hornbostel 
From that time until his death was 
one the leaders the campaign 
change the name the disease. 

(It ironic that man who worked 
hard did should the post- 
humous victim this bitter event, but 
the issue the Detroit, Mich., News 
which carried the story his death 
carried this subhead the story 
Among 


Dr. Christopher Mengis, Sr., 82, 
died July his home Opelousas, 
La. His death too was loss Hansen’s 
disease patients for spent much time 
speaking and writing effort 
create better understanding 
called leprosy, particularly here Lou- 

Dr. Mengis’ career dated 
days the yellow fever epidemics and 
was devoted good part preventive 
medicine. served director sev- 
eral parish health units Louisiana 
and once served like posts Missis- 


sippi. was, however, for 
work for patients that was best 
known THE STAR, 


Dr. Christopher Mengis, Sr. 


Dr. Mengis first became interested 
Carville when was Grand Chef 
Gare the 40&8 1936 and came 
this hospital with several American Le- 
gion meet with Dr. Thomas 
Parran, then Surgeon General 
Public Health Service, Congress- 
man Griffith, and others, formulate 
plans for new fireproof buildings. 

One Dr. Mengis’ outstanding con- 
tributions public education 
came series articles published 
the Opelousas Daily World. urged 
more adequate facilities for the early 
diagnosis HD. “The public should 
aware that the event case 
leprosy discovered their communi- 
ty, there less occasion for apprehen- 
sion than had been tuberculosis.” 

this same article, Dr. Mengis urged 
employers hire victims who have 
been discharged from hospital. 
“They present health problem,” Dr, 
Mengis said. 

Contrary the contention that 
man never hero his home town, 
Dr. Mengis was cited for his services 
the parish the Opelousas Junior 
Chamber Commerce. 

THE STAR now pays tribute this 
fine man and his work. 

not often that THE STAR finds 
men the medical profession who see 
eye-to-eye with us. Dr. Lichtwardt and 
Dr. Mengis were two such men. Their 
death loss that will felt our 
program public 
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Let’s Call Erosion 


Another monument the medical 
profession’s contention that leprosy 
scientific name has been erected. 
news story from France cites the fact 
that leprosy” attacking the 
the monuments Paris. 

Says the ‘La Danse’, one the 
most remarkable the works Jean 
Batiste Carpeaux (1827-75) slowly 
being destroyed the effects coal 
and carbon dioxide fumes combined 
with the normal erosion rain, ice and 

This termed “stone leprosy”. 
Actually this simply the addition 
another long list uses which 
this “scientific designation for the dis- 
ease” has been put. For example, the 
Greeks used the word (their form it) 
mean all scaling skin diseases, but 
never leprosy which they called ele- 
phantiasis.” Some ancient manuscripts 
use leprosy mean nothing more than 
“infirm”. others, leprosy used 
simply for and the Bible, 
leprosy applied general term 
number different diseases, all ac- 
cording Sir William MacArthur, 
eminent British medical historian, 

This leprosy” deal, however, 
has How can that 
stone which hardly subject the 
ravages bacillus can have leprosy 
beyond understanding, but leprosy 
and erosion are the same, let’s designate 
so-called leprosy the term erosion. 
Think the possibilities. Patients 
this country would longer the 
responsibility the department 
health, education and welfare, but 
would come under the department 
agriculture’s conservation programs. 
Any patient making progress against 
his erosion, even effort check 
it, would entitled payment from 
the federal government. New treatment, 
such terracing halt erosion, would 
instituted and patients might even 
work out way get price support 
payments. And the beatiful part 
that could done the name 
science. 


* 


The classical medical term leprosy 
has multitude meanings, and the 
press still finding new meanings for 
this catch-all word, e.g., the Washing- 
ton Post and Times Herald recently 
came with this headline, 
Economic The Post Herald’s 
editorial urged, “leadership 
check and prevent inflation’s disease, 
the economic leprosy that threatens 
America and the free world,” 


Foreign Journals Carry English Translations 


Foreign publications reaching our 
desk, indicate that English more and 
more coming into use the language 
medical literature, and this also ap- 
plies many the semi-professional 
publications. 


Greece 


THE VOICE HANSENIQUES 
(and that its exact title), 
Review the Association the Han- 
sen’s Disease Patients and the ‘Grace 
God’ Institute for the Protection 
the Hansen’s Disease Patients”, pub- 
lished the Antilepric Station, Saint- 
Barbara, Aegaleo, Athens, printed 
Greek, but resume its contents 
printed English. The latest 
prints Light Hansen’s 
from STAR, March-April 1959. 
This discussion the work Dr. 
Meny Bergel, Argentine scientist who 
mission the Hansen’s bacillus ani- 
mals. The translation Mr. D.B. 
Pissano, old friend THE STAR. 
There are several other items translated 
from THE STAR this issue, Another 
issue carries letter from Mrs. Ger- 
trude Hornbostel, former Carville pa- 
tient now living New York. 

While most the publication liter- 
ally all Greek us, evident that 
THE VOICE making contstructive 
contribution this field. There are 
discussions such vital issues re- 
habilitation and educaton, and 
note wth interest that one item men- 
tions allowance the released 
Hansen’s patient increased three 
drachmas per day.” 


Russia 


receive SOVIET MEDICINE, 
published MEDGIZ, Rachmanvski 
MEDGIZ abbreviation for the 
name government agency which 
probably stands for Government Medi- 
cal Publications. The July 1959 issue 
has its table contents printed both 
Russian and English. Four the jour- 
nal’s thirty articles are summarized 
Health and book reviews. 

pass SOVIET MEDICINE 
our Medical Officer Charge who has 
some knowledge the 
guage, and are fortunate have 
our patient body young man who 
able translate Russian, least 
some extent. The March, 1959, issue 
SOVIET MEDICINE, carried article 
about Hansen’s disease. 
discloses that, “From Death’, 
leprosariums have been con- 
verted medical centers, where the pa- 
tients are receiving full time treatment 


with all their hope for complete cure 
and return their families 
spected person.” There mention 
home treatment private physicians 
for some cases. Sulfone drugs occupy 
the “first place” treatment, but 
stated that, “Russia has created new 
medicines for the treament 


Brazil 


REVISTA BRASILEIRA 
ROLOGIA, Vol. 26, Numbers 3-4, of- 
ficial organ the Brazil Association 
Leprology, printed Portugese, car- 
ries one article English, Prof. 
Ramos Silva. concerned with 
acute reactions Hansen’s disease. Re- 
ports the various Tokyo Congress 
committees are also printed English. 


Japan 


NAGASHIMA ARCHIVES LEP- 
ROSY, No, prints its lead article 
English, “Present Status Sulfone 
Therapy Nagashima Aiseien” (Na- 
tional Sanatorium) Shigetaka Taka- 
shima, M.D. Dr. Takashima recognizes 
sulfone therapy the most effective 
present, its power deprive the 
bacilli its activity and then im- 
prove the clinical findings.” 

There also discussion, English, 
Dr. Norio Ogata the “Cultiva- 
tion the Hansen’s and the 
Tokyo Congress committee reports are 
printed both Japanese and English. 


SAVE WITH SAFETY 


UNION 


SAVINGS 
LOAN ASSOCIATION 


current 
annual 
dividend 
500 Laurel Street 
Baton Rouge, La. 
Branch Office 4944 Florida St. 


September-October 


Directory Protestant Medical Missions Published 


The medical work 213 Protestant 
Agencies around the world has been put 
record for the first time. Altogether 
1,602 hospitals, 
ums, leprosaria and are in- 
cluded the new “Directory Pro- 
testant Medical Missions” published 
the Missionary Research Library, 3041 
Broadway, New York. 

The directory the result two- 
year survey conducted Arthur 
March and Dr. Frank Price the 
library, cooperation with the Chris- 
tian Medical Council for Overseas Work 
the National Council Churches, 
headed Douglas Forma, M.D. 
directory, the first its kind,” 
said, “reflects far-flung and noble en- 
terprise—the Christian ministry heal- 
ing around the world more than 

Listed are missionary agencies the 
United States, Canada, Great Britain, 
Europe, Australia and New 
Zealand, well those national 
Christian groups Asia, Africa, Latin 
America, the Caribbean and the Pacific 
Islands. The 134 pages the directory 
contain statistical tables hospitals, 
dispensaries, and the names and 
addresses all missionary medical cen- 
ters and total statistics areas and 
ceuntries. Also included are the names 
each founding missionary society, 
number beds, number patients 
treated annually, lists nurses training 
schools and enrollment, numbers doc- 
tors (missionary and national), capital 


Noble and Far-Flung Enterprise 


investment and financial support. 
Missionary physicians total 883, Dr. 
Price said, noting that the number 
national physicians the staffs hos- 
pitals now per cent larger than 
the missionary staff, The data also in- 
dicate that four times many national 
nurses are serving missionary nurses. 
his introduction the Directory, 


Dr. E.M. Dodd, Chairman the Chris- 
tian Medical Council for Overseas 
Work, states, specialty special 
emphasis, which has been most highly 
developed medical missions lepro- 
work. other department the 
enterprise has the Christ-like outreach 
been more strikingly expressed nor has 
more deeply impressed the non-Chris- 
tian environment.” The directory lists 
209 leprosaria. these there are the 
South America 
Angola 
Camerouns 
Congo 
Miscell. Africa 
West Africa 
Nigeria 
Rhodesia 
Tanganyika 
Uganda 


Near East 
Solomon Islands 


The great majority medical institu- 
tions are Africa and Asia, the survey 
shows. these, Africa has 688 and 
Asia 668, There are about 100 Latin 
America, where restrictions 
cians and nurses from abroad have made 
medical mission work more difficult. 
There least one, however, each 
Latin American countries. There 
are the Middle East and Arab 
countries, and the islands account for 
the remainder. 

India leads the list countries 
with 366 medical centers. these, 227 
are general hospitals and 64, leprosaria. 


The second highest number medical 
mission units the Belgian Congo. 
The figures further show that one 
the two years the study, 1,580,888 
in-patients and 
were treated missionary hospitals and 


Burma 

Ceylon 

Hong Kong 
India 
Indonesia 
Korea 

Pakistan 
Philippines 
Taiwan 
Thailand 

New Guinea 
New Hebrides 


hundred and fifty years ago there around the world. addi- 


were medical missionaries anywhere. 
hundred years ago there were ap- 
parently fifteen twenty medical mis- 
sionaries the whole world. little 
over half century ago (1895) there 
were reported 359. 


tion 1,231,926 patients were treated 
dispensaries, often jungle villages 
and desert oases. Another 
tients suffering from Hansen’s disease 
were treated leprosaria, 18,470 
these, children. 


Visitors Kalaupapa Introduced THE STAR 


send copies each issue 
STAR Dr. Herman Kramer, 
Medical Superintendent the Kalau- 
papa Hansen’s Disease Settlement 
Molokai our new State Hawaii. 
Dr, Kramer says THE STAR held 
“high regard” there. Tourists coming 
Kalaupapa are shown the settlement 
patient tour guides and Dr. Kramer 
has suggested the tour director that 
the visitors given copy THE 
STAR and subscription form. ap- 
preciate such splendid 

Incidently the beautiful 
esque island Molokai which Ka- 
laupapa situated said coming 
into popularity “as the place for 
beat: vacations”. Visitors can fly directly 
Kalaupapa penisula they wish. 
has its own air strip where they are met 
the “Kalaupapa Tour and Taxi Ser- 
Visitors are given attractive 
four-page leaflet. The leaflet 
trated aerial view the front 
page which reads, “See the happy side 
life this Settlement for the afflicted, 
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where the blessing modern science 
has brought relief for the suffering, and 
bright hope for the future. 

“The TOURS are sanctioned the 
Board Health Hawaii, under which 
the Settlement maintained, and are 
approved Kalaupapa medical author- 
ities. 

“They give visitors opportunity 
learning interesting details too little 
known Molokai history.” 
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Second WHO Expert Committee 
from page 18) 


par with other communicable diseases 
which, the qualifying term 
added, brings tuberculosis especially 
mind without special legislation but ap- 
propriate regulations established under the 
general public health legislation, that has 
developing for some time. was em- 
phasized the PASB/WHO seminar held 
Belo Horizonte 1958. The resolutions 
the Tokyo Congress referred include 
this statement: 
Indiscriminate compulsory segregation 
anachronism and should abolished. 
Diseretionary authority should given 
the health authorities require isolation 
those instances which the 
discharging leprosy bacilli and _in which 
sulfone therapy neglected ineffective 
and young children are exposed the 
home. 
Although may taking something 

liberty so, may say with assurance 
that the WHO Committee took more 
radical stand either the points here 
discussed than did the recent Congress. 
confident that the Division Public In- 
formation WHO, asked, will confirm 
this statement, although cannot itself 
initiate any action to correct newspaper- 
men’s misconstructions the necessarily 
brief statement which issued. 

H.W. Wade, M.D. 

Culion Sanitarium, Philippines 

September 1959 


VARIED REACTIONS 


Expert Committee’s report, whether 
settlements simply more emphasis 
out-patient treatment, comes time 
when there are variety opinions afoot 
that very question. 
Hawaii, Dr. Richard K.C. Lee, presi- 
dent the board health, reports 
the Committee’s action with the 
cessarily 
the means and facilities the 
Islands maintain the settlements and 
therefore should continue for now, 
“However, already are treating patients 
out-patient basis,” Dr. added. 
The committee’s proposal has merit 
areas, for example, Hong Kong, because all 
available funds there should used for 
treatment rather than setting settle- 
ments where they not already 
the current building and remode ing 
the PHS feels about the abolishment 
settlements hospitals for long-term 
patient treatment, the question already 
answered the United States. 
for ambulatory out-patient treatment, 
the PHS far ahead the WHO Commit- 
tee that the PHS has for almost years 
supported out-patient clinic the PHS 
hospital New Orleans. 
is, however, paradoxical that the pre- 
viously mentioned building program here 


should come time when the hospital’s 
patient enrollment only 280, (the lowest 
has been years) more than one-third 
whom are inactive cases. 

the other hand, THE STAR has re- 
eeived word from Queensland, Australia, 
that the Peel Island Hansen’s disease hos- 
pital was closed August, before the an- 
nouncement the Expert Committee’s rec- 
ommendation. 

Four the severely handicapped patients 
have been hospitalized South Brisbane 
General Hospital, “where they are very hap- 
py, and have liberal permits out into 
town, Fantome Island (HD) Hospital 
(for colored people) also closed very 
soon, according spokesman for the 
Relatives and Friends (HD) Association. 
The R&F has worked very hard through 
the years bring about better conditions 
and public acceptance for patients 
Queensland, The spokesman added that the 
Association has been promised that the 
First Session the Queensland Parliament 
1960, Section (on HD) the Health 
Act will completely rewritten, not re- 
pealed 


Progressive Step 


The Health Department the City 
San Antonio, Texas, has opened 
out-patient clinic where patients with 
Hansen’s disease may receive treatment. 
The clinic held twice month 
the Health Department Bldg., 
under the supervision trained 
matologist, Dr, James Strauch. Lab- 
ora.ory services are also given rec- 
ommended the doctor. The City 
Health Department offers these services 
patients who feel they cannot afford 
private medical care. 

The approach this clinic pa- 
tients and prospective patients most 
refreshing. patient who left Carville 
and went Laredo, Texas, received 
letter from Miss Gladys Bridges, public 
health nurse, saying this: “It not our 
intention recommend hospitalization 
anyone. only wish offer the 
best medical care available those who 
need it.” 

Miss Bridges has informed THE 
STAR that some the patients now 
receiving treatment the clinic are 
former Carville patients. The clinic 
fers its services anyone from wide 
area surrounding San Antonio. 

Medicine for the clinic, incidentally, 
ordered from Carville. 

The clinic was set initially of- 
fer services for medical examination for 
household contacts new cases Han- 
sen’s disease. Such contacts are urged 
have examinations least once year. 
About two years ago the services were 
vision for cases Hansen’s disease 
out-patient basis, Dr. J.C. Ellington 
director public health for the City 
San Antonio. 

Dr. William Meyer, chief the clin- 
ical branch this hospital, supervises 
similar out-patient clinic the PHS 
Hospital New Orleans. This clinic 
has been operation since 1950. 

The out-patient clincs San An- 
tonio and New Orleans are line with 
modern concepts Hansen’s disease 
expressed recommendations the 
Tokyo, Japan, (Nov., 1958). 

The congress recognized the import- 
ance out-patient clinics because, 
“prolonged sulfone treatment will 
infectiousness” and “from the epi- 
demiological point view, more 
advantageous 
many patients than eliminate in- 
few.” 
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Star Display Now Available 


THE has never made 
any bones about its 
pared graphic device clearly show 
the three objectives the publication, 
intended that the device, three- 
panel display, made available the 
varous groups which already have 
interest THE STAR and those whose 
interest hope arouse. 

The display, shown the front cover 
promotion manager THE STAR. 
Each the three panels depicts one 
THE STAR’s objectives: promote 
educated public opinion Han- 
sen’s disease, furnish vocational train- 
ing for interested patients, and com- 
munity services such sponsorship 
the annual Christmas party, reading 
service for the blind and many other 

short, the display tells the story 
ganizations, church groups 
will send for the display help give 
clearer picture THE STAR. 

order secure the display, groups 
need only write THE STAR, Point 
Clair Branch, Carville, La., and arrange 
advance for the display sent 
them free cost. Each organization 
that uses will called upon either 
pay for shipping costs back THE 
STAR the next point which 
instructions will mailed with the 
display each time. 

The art work was done Bob 
Michael, Recreational Supervisor here, 
with the photographs taken Bill 
Weber THE STAR Staff. Enlarge- 
ments the photos were made co- 
operation with John Duffy, medical 
photographer the hospital 


New Law Extends Time for 


Service Connected 


Under previous law Hansen’s disease 
which showed within year after 
man was discharged from active duty 
was presumed connected with his 


military service. Thus, was entitled 
all rights including monthly 


payments service connected 
veteran. 


Under new law, recently signed 
Piesident Eisenhower, Hansen’s disease 
shows within three years after 
veteran’s 


the July-August issue THE STAR, 
erroneously credited our 40&8 friends 
North Carolina with 527 subscriptions 
for the year 1957-58, 200 less than they 
had attained. These staunch supporters 
THE STAR actually placed second the 
nation during the 40&8 year 1957-58 with 
grand total 727 subscriptions. Our sincere 


the voyageurs North Caro- 
ina. 


| 


Thank you for sending the July-Au- 
gust issue your publication containing 
the article over undue publicity pertaining 
which was privileged participate. 

Since your story does not eliminate the 
possibility that was one the Doctors 


participating having the case “publicized 
the hilt”, feel compelled describe 
you and your paper, well your pa- 
tients possible, the role played this 
case. 

June 1959, received tissue from 
skin nodules and smears from the surface 
some them from Doctor Schmidt with 
the clinical information that Hansen’s dis- 
ease was suspected. June 1959, after 
lengthy examination tissue, slides and 
smears, was convinced that the diagnosis 
was correct. However, did not report the 
findings writing but called 
Schmidt the telephone, informed him 
findings and insisted having con- 
sultation this case. told him that 
because the seriousness the medical 
and socio-economic problems involved 


did not feel that one man should make 
the final diagnosis. obtained immediate 
permission from Doctor Schmidt and the 
same day (June 1959) mailed Air 
Mail Special Delivery, return receipt, tissues, 
blocks, stained and unstained sections and 
smears the Armed Forces Institute 
Pathology Washington, D.C. enclosed 
letter giving fairly complete clinical 
history and stating the above mentioned 
reasons as the cause for my request for 
consultation. This shipment received 
the Armed Forces Institute Pathology 
June 10, June 23, approxi- 
mately 3:15 p.m. received collect tele- 
gram from the Armed Forces Institute 
Pathology confirming the diagnosis lep- 
rosy. Within ten minutes after receipt 
the telegram had Doctor Schmidt the 
long distance telephone and informed him 
about the contents the telegram. The 
next day, June 24, 1959 the Regional Health 
Officer the State Department Health 
requested letter copies all reports 
and slides pertaining this case. These 
were forwarded the same day. 

During this whole period and following 
this incident had course repeated dis- 
with some physician friends 
pertaining the nature and problems 
Hansen’s disease. 

However must state most emphatically 
that with the exception Doctor Schmidt, 
the Regional Health Officer the State 
Department Public Health and the Armed 
Forces Institute Pathology, time 
whatsoever did divulge pass in- 
formation the particular unfortunate 
individual involved any person group 
other way and that, except for office 


staff who can completely trusted, nobody 
had any time access reports slides 
possession. 

Strictest confidence one the supreme 
‘laws the practice medicine any 


its fields and even implied statements that 
personally and individually have not al- 
ways fulfilled the strictest sense de- 
mand this letter. 

Franz Lengh, M.D. 

Pathologist 

Medical 

Galesburg, 


stated THE (July-August), 
Dr. Lengh confirmed the diagnosis the 


1959 


Galva, case. had nothing whatsoever 
with publicizing the case, and are 
pleased print his letter. Dr. Lengh’s last 
paragraph carries cogent statement which, 
observed, would eliminate undue pub- 
licity cases so-called leprosy.—Ed. 


* * * 


about three weeks will sailing for 
Korea where the Board World Missions, 
Presbyterian, U.S., has appointed 
take the supervision the R.M. Wilson 
Colony where have about 1190 patients 
with Hansen’ disease. Our plans and hopes 
for this work and these people are high. 
Amongst other things would like see 
the publication Korean newspaper, 
many ways like THE STAR, there the 
Colony. 

Stanley Topple, M.D. 
R.M. Wilson Colony 


Soonchun, Chulla Namdo, Korea 


Dr. Topple, young physician, has been 
serving resident surgery intern the 
Macon (Ga.) Hospital. His hobby flying. 
owns his own plane. wish him luck 
his Korean assignment and THE STAR 
will follow him there.—Ed. 


* * 


Congratulations the splendid July-Au- 
gust 1959 edition. Twenty-eight pages 
splendid photography, news and interesting 
highlights about many the patients and 
former patients whom readers have 
learned know. remember the first mim- 
eographed edition THE forget 
how many years ago how has grown! 

Ethel Lowe 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


* * * 


have enjoyed THE STAR for about ten 
years now. Keep the good work. Many 
changes Carville since started taking 
the paper and all for the best, hope. 


Mrs. Stephen Drew 
Sparks, Nevada 


* * 


was very much interested through 
copy THE STAR which brother 
brought recently from your country. Kind- 

are working area where those 
suffering from Hansen’s disease are treat- 
“outcasts” and are trying our best 
remove the wrong notions that the public 


has about this disease. this endeavor 
ours, sincerely feel, that your magazine 
will immense help us. 
Victor 
General Superintendent 
Christu-Kula Ashram Hosp. 
Tirupattur, India 


* * * 


are starting our classes leprosy 
the twenty-seventh July. all the ref- 
erence work have done, noticed your 
magazine THE STAR appears the bibli- 
ography lists. 

Would possible for you send 
few copies show the senior nursing 
students? know they would gain better 
insight into the problems leprosy with 
closer view it. 

Marilyn Allen, R.N. 

Medical and Surgical Instructor 
School Nursing 

Trenton, 


* * 


family. and have just finished read- 
ing Betty Martin’s books, Miracle Car- 
ville and One Must Ever Know. They 
opened our eyes and awakened 
heretofore almost unknown subject, and 
place hadn’t known existed. 

They are wonderful books, and feel 
that their author performed great, in- 
spiring, and enlightened task writing 
them. 

Please enter subscription THE 
STAR. 

Mrs. H.E. Westrick 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


THE 


afraid this discussion with regard 
the word “leprosy” will continue for very 
long time until someone has real inspira- 
tion and able coin name for the 
disease which acceptable not only the 
medical profession but also lay people, 
but until that time comes fear shall 
have leave the argument is. can- 
not believe perhaps you will say refuse 
believe that changing the word “lep- 
rosy” “Hansen’s disease” will alter the 
matter, for whatever must disin- 
fect the word. may say think you 
are showing just little impatience with re- 
gard the time takes for this process 
accomplished. You may from time 
time, and quite rightly so, disturbed your 
mind with reference people using the 
word and attaching all the 
social stigma the past ages. one re- 
views the situation during the past twenty 
thirty years think one must admit that 
the whole outlook with regard the dis- 
ease has very largely altered, and this pro- 
continue have patience and 
peisistence. took many ycars, not de- 
cades, disinfect the word “tuberculosis” 
and the word “consumptive” now seldom 
heard. Similarly, took number decades 
ins towaras mental ill health and the word 
“lunatic” is rapidly going out of use. 

know you will say that these words are 
able dispensed with because have 
more suitable terms and yet not know 
that the term “mental health” patient 
any less clumsy than 
Support you campaigns edu- 
cate tne public with reference ade- 
quate and sensivle idea concerning leprosy 
and you will have my complete support in 
all your eitorts to spread abroad a better 
conception the disease eliminate 
trom people's thinking any medieval con- 
cept with regard the disease call 
leprosy today. 

R.G. Cochrane, M.D. 
London, England 


agree with Dr. Cochrane that chang- 
ing the word leprosy disease 
will not alter the matter. Hansen’s disease 
has been accepted synonym for leprosy 
and thus has become indelibly identified 
with it, e.g. leprosy (Hansen’s disease). 
synonym will not the job. must have 
clean break with the traditional “unclean” 
name. 

Back 1931, the Manila Conference, 
our friend, Dr. Cochrane took the lead 
the campaign abolish use the word 
“leper” for the leprsoy patient. This was 
before THE STAR started its campaign, 
fact, was the Manila Conference Recom- 
mendation that inspired “go thou and 
likewise”. was good try but now, al- 
most years later, must apparent 
Dr. Cochrane and others that long 
the name leprosy retained for the dis- 
ease, the patient will branded “leper”. 
feel that the duty the medical 
profession find scientifically accurate 
and descriptive name for the Hansen in- 
fection. 

for patience, wait. have 
choice. But shall continue work for 
what believe in, while waiting. George 
Eliot said it: “It’s easy finding reasons why 
other folks should 


have just finished reading every word 
THE STAR for July and August and 
very good issue, most informative. 
just pity that your messages not 
reach more people. this last trip ours 
selling THE STAR (and trying en- 
lighten the un-initiate) surprising 
find such great number people who 
know nothing, very little about Hansen’s 
disease. Most have heard, but vaguely, 
Carville and purpose for which was es- 
tablished, reached good many mouth- 
to-ear explanations but some seems 
did not get the point over too properly and 
per the enclosed publicity (clipping from 
St. Paul Pioneer Press, Tues. Aug. 25th, 
1959). Some the fellows with said 
don’t feel too badly about the use the 


(continued) 


=> 
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Mailbag 
from page 23) 


most odious word least some people 
here will know that the magazine exists 
and too will give Stanley another oppor- 
tunity set them straight’. 


L.S. “Buck” Hooper 
Shreveport, 


Voyageur Hooper STAR Chairman for 
the Louisiana 40&8, The story the St. 
Paul Pioneer Press, “Legionnaires Flaunt 
Specialties their States Parade” in- 
cluded several paragraphs about the Forty 
and sponsorship THE STAR, and 
explained purpose the publication. The 
story itself refers “victims leprosy” 
(and victims the right word). The head- 
line writer took his cue from there. three- 
column caption proclaimed, “Legion Group 
Help Lepers”. There is. You can’t have 
one without the 


* * * 


disappointed their (No One Must 
Ever Know) attitude! They must feel them- 
selves there something disgraceful about 
having had Hansen’s disease, why 
they act this way? just can’t believe 
would hide! I’ve admired the ones through 
the years who haven’t, and while don’t 
remember their names, often wonder how 
they are, what they are doing and forth, 
(and it’s not just curiosity either!) The 
boy who went Detroit, the photographer 
who settled near Carville, the WAC nurse, 
and others. When pick THE STAR 
and see something Ann Page Mrs. Horn- 
bostel has written, fairly beam—it’s like 
visiting with old friends! 

don’t like the word think 
you over-use it. (Now, don’t get angry 
just think about it.) 

Mrs. R.G. Rubitschung 
Watertown, Dakota 


* * * 


After spending good deal time ex- 
plaining that leprosy different than 
any other disease, and trying get people 
know that they must not use the word 
which has had stigma attached it, find 
that the Patterson (N.J.) paper edits 
copy the article was given 
today and find that they use the 
word, even though had specially said 
was not used. They also said that New 
Jersey was the “only” place the world 
where you could not get the disease. had 
said that, knowledge, was the only 
State which had removed the disease from 
the list communicable diseases. 

Recently, Virginia, gave written 
report the newspaper Portsmouth and 
they rewrote suit what they thought 
should said. You know how you 
have your troubles trying get maga- 
zines and newspapers change their atti- 
tude. 

Just word appreciation for this past 
usual fine standard. look forward each 
issue comes and passed around 
among staff, family and friends. 


Edwin Miner 

Regional Director 

American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
Rigdewood, N.J. 


appreciate Mr. Miner’s co-operation 
trying convince newspapers that they 
should not use the degrading term “leper” 
for the leprosy patient, but this almost 
hopeless task. Newspapers will mention 
routinely tuberculosis and tuberculosis pa- 
tient, perhaps patient, but rule 
they just will not the same for so-called 


The May 12, 1958 issue MEDICAL 
ECONOMICS carried article, “How 
Write Paper—that your colleagues will 
read.” Davison, M.D. editor 
the Journal the Medica! Society 
New Jersey. Said Dr. Davison, “Use short, 
simple words. They’ll get better 
audience than the fancy ones. Thus, ‘lep- 
rosy’ better than ‘Hansen’s disease.’” 
And thus, Dr. Davison’s reasoning, “lep- 
would shorter than “leprosy patient”. 


What matter that there stigma attached 
the word it’s brevity that counts, and 
this goes double for newspaper headline 
writers, they demand short words and 
“leper” fits better into caption than 
“leprosy patient” and besides, carries 
more wallop.—Ed. 


* * * 


Thank you much for sending the 
July—August edition THE STAR with 
article it. feel very pleased that you 
felt worthy appearing your paper. 
fricnds therefore was not carefully 
edited should have been. 

much unfortunately was never corrected 
Dr. Browne who refers the Yalisombo 
colony “odious Colony and 
The Nun’s Story took place over thirty 
years ago, the “odious was used 
instead the newer and much more correct 
Hansen’s disease. 

Thank you for correcting turn 
shall try correct our friends and associ- 
that the general public should properly 
educated regarding Hansen’s disease. 

are now our way Australia 
picture about sheep-shearing and shall 
return England December. are 
hoping visit the Hansen’s discase hospital 
there our return, 

Renee Zinnemann 
(Mrs. Fred Zinnemann) 


Fred Zinnemann one the country’s 
leading motion picture directors and pro- 
ducers, and hope the Zinnemanns will 
visit Carville some day, and who knows, 
perhaps make picture here.—Ed. 


* * * 


have read, with interest, your review 
the film “Diagnosis Leprosy” the July- 
August issue “The 

Two items should corrected 
early issue, however. The film obtainable 
loan (no charge, except for postage) and 
our address Chamblee, Geo rgia, not 
Atlanta. 

Graham Heid 

Communicable Diseases Center 
P.O, Box 185 

Chamblee Georgia 


understand the “Recognition” film 
booked solid for the next days and more 
prints will needed keep with the 
demand. 


* * * 


Recently, was discussing Hansen’s 
disease with physician whose specialty 
common disease that bears resemblance 
Hansen’s. was remarking that had 
never seen Hansen case, indeed few 
doctors have, and chanced mention that 
the mode transmitting Hansen’s still 
unknown. “Is that asked with great 
interest. thought came from living 
filthy surroundings.” 


Four thousand years since Leviticus laid 
down the laws health that served for his 
time, and this year 1959, Park Avenue 
New York, the cry “unclean,” spoken 
and medical man! 

Evelyn Wells 
New York, 


Mrs. Wells Editor Betty Martin’s 
books, Miracle Carville and One 
Must Ever Know. She has many contacts 
particularly the literary and professional 
world and ever the alert set people 
straight so-called leprosy. 


* * * 


read with consternation about the re- 
Record), mentioned the May-June Issue 
THE STAR your article “Odious 
Word Set Music—What next?” What 
next indeed! Some months back, had 
comedian one our Hospital shows, 
almost collasped when sang senseless 
and macabre verse about “Leprosy”. ran 


back stage try stop him, but this 
time was launched verse about 
“Consumption” and the song 
When came off stage asked him re- 
afraid scared the living daylights out 
him. After blew off steam and let him 
get word edgewise, realized was 
ease sheer ignorance and intent 
hurt anyone. was amazed hear any- 
one even HAD so-called leprosy these days. 
thought was something people had 
medieval times. ... sort legendary sick- 
ness.... never-never sort thing. the 
time was thru talking him, explaining 
how stupid misleading words could hurt 
people, was abject his remorse 
felt sorry for him.... promised would 
never use that song odious word his 
material again, especially hospital. 


Mrs. Blaine personal friend ours. 
She has for years been doing outstand- 
ing job voluntary basis the large 
Staten Island PHS Hospital, where she ar- 
ranges shows for the patients, and takes 
care other recreational activities. She 
one the staunchest supporters our 
program.—Ed. 


* * * 


like the suggestion made put list 


THE STAR names doctors who have 


worked Carville mentioning the cities 
which they are. would great com- 
fort patients need their understand- 
ing help. 

California 


* * 


glad have been able contribute 
small step towards better understanding 
cerned, patients should not consid- 
ered with such horror. opinion, there 
are other communicable diseases which are 
much more dangerous, and 
them often circulate among healthy peo- 
ple. refer particularly the social dis- 
eases. 


have read the copies “The Star” with 
great interest. are beginning folder 
with the material you sent and will 
place copies “The where they will 
available the public. 

Your work the dissemination infor- 
mation regarding great contribu- 
toward better understanding this 
illness. 


feel that the elimination the word 
“leprosy” not the complete solution, un- 
derstanding the disease the real key. 
time, with enlightened society, the 
word leprosy will have worse connota- 
tion than diabetes malaria. 

The attitude shown Mrs. Hornbostel 
admirable and real step forward. be- 
lieve that her courage and fortitude have 
doubt materially helped other pa- 
tients. 


Ann Hopping 
Visalia Public Library 
Visalia, Calif. 


family and now have much clear- 
understanding the remarkable work 
being done Carville. 

have especially enjoyed reading the 
special 60th Anniversary Edition your 
wonderful paper, and also the writings 
Chaplain Elder. Please accept subscrip- 
tion THE STAR, that may continue 
enjoy this unique publication, which 
truly does “Radiate the Light Truth 
Hansen’s Disease”. 

Joyce Nelson 
Port Allen, La. 


* * * 


Since our visit with you last year and 
your visit with through THE STAR, 
would hate miss single copy THE 
STAR. are very much interested the 
work that being done Carville and 
continually tell others about it. 


Mrs. Theodore Good 
Etna Green, Ind. 


September-October 


Located the eastern the Mississippi Carville, La., the U.S. Public Health Service the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare operates Study Center and Hospital community for the treatment and rehabilitation 
patients with Hansen’s disease. Financed entirely through funds appropriated Congress, (budget for fiscal year 1959, 
July 1958- June 30, 1959, approximately $1,900,000), Carville the only place the continental United States where 
person with Hansen’s disease may assured admisssion, medical care and full maintenance. 

1894 the State Louisiana opened home for its residents with “leprosy” the present site which was formerly 
the old “Camp Plantation”. The State institution operated home rather than hospital. 

1917 Congressional action charged the U.S. Public Health Service with responsibility for the care and treatment 
Hansen’s disease patients from all parts the United Because World War action this legislative measure 
was postponed for several years. Then committee Public Health Service officers was appointed select suitable site 
for the proposed hospital. Great difficulty was experienced this task. State cared cede territory the Government 
for that purpose. Finaily, the matter was settled purchasing from the State Louisiana January 1921, the pro- 
perty occupied the Home. 

Carville’s staff, numbering about 250, consists commissioned officers the U.S. Public Health Service and quali- 
fied employees certified the U.S, Civil Service Commission. The latter include the Daughters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul who came Carville its early days State administration. 

CARVILLE OBJECTIVES TODAY, outlined Dr. E.B. Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, are: 

give medical and surgical care patients with Hansen’s disease, commonly known leprosy, and record, eval- 
uate and report such experiences order improve the management cases. 

collect and analyze epidemiologic information all admitted cases order that more effective public health 
measures may taken control Hansen’s disease the United States and elsewhere, and maintain liaison with 
States and Territorial Health Departments and Bureaus and Divisions the Federal Government concerned with the 
control Hansen’s disease. 

conduct research Hansen’s disease and its contro! and cooperate with government and private agencies con- 
ducting studies thai promise yield information which help control Hansen’s disease. 

disseminate objective information Hansen’s disease, and its public health aspects and control measures 
medical, para-medical and lay groups order balance extreme opinions concerning Hansen’s disease and help put 
effect the measures needed bring the disease control. 

institute und maintain active rehabilitation program, using all existing resources and exploring, developing 
and acquiring new resources motivate and prepare the patient for return his own community outside Carville 
acceptable and contributing member society. 

fulfill the responsibilities leadership thrust upon this hospital combination the facts that the United 
States has achieved world leadership medicine and that this the only leprosarium the continental United States. 

order achieve these objectives, the hospital divided into five Clinical, Laboratory, 
itation, Administrative, and Epidemiology (not yet activated). Together with the Medical Officer Charge, the 
Branch Chiefs form Directorate five, four whom are physicians. 

The Clinical Branch consists seven sections, Medical, Dental, Nursing, Pharmacy, Dietetics, Medical Records and 
Medical Library. 

The Laboratory Branch has five sections, Pathology, Microbiology, Chemistry, Accessory and Animal House. 

The Rehabilitation Branch includes the Chaplains and six sections, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Man- 
ual Arts Therapy, Health Education, Social Service and Special Services (school, recreation, patient enterprises). 

The Administrative Branch consists sections, Personnel, Financial Management, Buildings and Grounds, Sup- 
ply and Housekeeper. 


The present census this hospital approximately opportunities while undergoing treatment. 
patients, representing broad range occupational, cul- 


tural and social interests and many nationalities, 


antly Latin-American. Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 


years after contracting disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted any public 
gathering. 


General visitors, with the exception those under 16, are 
admitted for guided tours the hospital a.m., and 
p.m. Visitors are not required take any special precau- 


tions, Carville now has more than ten thousand visitors 
Approximately 100 Carville patients enjoy part time em- but even so: 


* * * * * * * * 


What does the General Public know about disease? Unfortunately, the public general knows very 
little about Hansen’s disease. The average person has feelings, prejudices and emotions about this illness rather than 
accurate information. Readers THE STAR, armed with Facts, can help replace emotion with reason, prejudice with 
understanding and falsehood with 

How you and your friends can are some specific ways: 

Correct your friends when they talk about “lepers” pass misinformation about Hansen’s disease. 

Tactfully correct such expressions “the unclean 

Tactfully correct any statement that connects Hansen’s disease with moral promiscuity. There medical con- 
nection all. 

Write courteous letter any writer, editor, radio television station that uses such cliches “unclean leper” 
shunned had and the like. Protest this insult human dignity and cliche based 
ideas. THIS ONE THE MOST HELPS YOU CAN GIVE! 

Continued use these old comparisons not only makes harder for the discharged patient join his community 
again-it also cruel the present patient who reads hears these phrases. 


Hobgoblins and spooks have day Halloween, 
but these three ugly ghosts job for 
You can help him the 11,000 
lands who subscribe THE STAR. Mail 


your today. 


According Webster, star that leads. 
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